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Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: No One Likes a Fart - North America (Penguin
Random House US), Japan (Alphapolis), Italy (Adriano Salani Editore),
China (Look Book), Fart and Burp are Superstinkers - North America
(Penguin Random House US), China (Look Book), Back To Sleep - North
America (Penguin Random House US), China (Look Book), Scaredy Bath North America (Penguin Random House US), China (Look Book)

A hilarious new story from Zoë Foster Blake that celebrates
children’s love of play fighting and acting out imaginary battles, except this time
it’s Mum who wants to play and she never wants to stop!
Ana and Louis are tired after a long day at school and kinder. They just want to watch TV . . . but Mum
wants to play battle! She has a whole bunch of new moves to try out and there’s simply no stopping her.
‘Just FIVE minutes!’ pleads Mum. ‘Pleasepleaseplease?’
So the kids drag themselves off the couch. Mum PROMISES not to be too rough and that there will be
absolutely NO TICKLING.
So Ana and Louis prepare to take on Battle Mum! Hopefully they can complete the game before Dad gets
home . . . and wants to play too!
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ZOË FOSTER BLAKE writes fiction, non-fiction and children’s picture books
because she enjoys hijacking shelf space across multiple genres in bookshops.
Zoë’s first picture book, No One Likes a Fart, was released in 2017 and
was the fastest-selling Australian picture book since Bookscan records
began. (People DO like farts!) It’s a sales record-breaker and a bookseller
favourite with over 120,000 copies sold. It won the ABIA for Picture Book
of the Year in 2018, and has also been published in North America, Italy
and Japan. She published a sequel, Fart and Burp are Superstinkers
in 2021, following Back to Sleep in 2020. Photo Credit © Sarah Adamson
ADELE K. THOMAS is a Melbourne-based illustrator and art director, with more than
thirteen years of experience in animated film and TV design and children’s books.
Adele has illustrated multiple children’s book series including The Champion
Charlies, Mermaid Holidays and Pearl the Magical Unicorn. She has also written
and illustrated a picture book called Animals Eat Their Veggies Too! and has been
shortlisted for the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Crichton Award for her
illustration work on The Monster Maintenance Manual. Adele is a self-described
geek who enjoys collecting LEGO mini figures and hanging out with her dog,
Jasper. Photo Credit © Adele K. Thomas
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DOROTHY

Jordan Collins
February 2023
Puffin
32pp (285mm x 235mm)
Rights Held: World

A gorgeous picture book about belonging and identity.

Dorothy wears Doc Martens. Clicking her toes together once, twice, three times, she whispers, ‘Where is my
home?’
A captivating and lyrical story exploring homecoming, belonging and identity.
Sales Points
• Deals with important universal themes of homecoming, belonging and identity.
• Perfect for the schools and library market. Parents and carers who want the share inclusive and
diverse picture books with their kids will also gravitate towards this story.
• Exploring our connection with nature, people and our internal selves as part of the journey of self
awareness.
• Exquisite illustrations capturing the essence of the journey of self-acceptance.
• Uses Dorothy’s journey in The Wizard of Oz as a comparison to a modern tale of finding your home.
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JORDAN COLLINS was born in Chicago, Illinois and moved to Australia when
they were eight years old. Their heritage is African-American Greek-Australian,
meaning that their skin is dark, their hair is curly and they have spent a large
part of their life feeling torn between cultures and expectations. Growing up, no
matter where they found themselves or how they were doing, they could always
find home and belonging in the pages of a book. Now they write to give other
people like Jordan a little taste of the home they have made for themselves.
Dorothy is Jordan’s second picture book, with Where? (illustrated by Phil Lesnie)
published in mid-2022 with A&U.
MYO YIM is a Korean author-illustrator living in Australia. Since her debut picture
books, To the Forest of Night, published in Korea and Rajah Street, published in
Australia. She has illustrated about 15 books over the last decade including White
Sunday. Originally from Seoul, South Korea, Myo now lives in Byron Bay, Australia
with her husband and two boys.

THE DARING TALE OF GLORIA THE GREAT
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Jacqueline Harvey and
Kate Isobel Scott (illust.)
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Puffin
32pp (232mm x 290mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Series: Alice-Miranda: North America, United
Kingdom, Germany, Turkey, Russia, Indonesia, Hungary, Portugal and Film.
Clementine Rose - United Kingdom, Brazil and Sri Lanka.
Kensy and Max - North America

A rollicking picture book from bestselling children’s author Jacqueline Harvey
Gloria the chicken is not like the rest of her brood. She gets in your face, she runs her own race, until one
day . . . she disappears without a trace!
Laugh along at Gloria’s antics in this quirky tale that celebrates individuality. Inspired by the real
adventure of a one-of-a-kind chicken, early readers will love seeing Gloria’s unique personality celebrated
through lively rhyme and the bold illustrations of Kate Isobel Scott.
Sales Points
• Jacqueline Harvey is one of Australia’s bestselling children’s authors with close to 2 million books
sold in Australia and New Zealand!
• Chicken picture books have a history of being successful – Rosie’s Walk, The Little Red Hen, Mr
Chicken Goes to Paris, Wendy
• This picture book is aimed at slightly older readers than Jacquie’s first picture book, That Cat
• The story is highly commercial but with a quirk factor - Jacquie can speak authentically to the tale as
it is based on the antics of a real chicken
• Illustrator Kate Isobel Scott’s work has appeared in the New Yorker and for clients such as Adobe,
Libresse, Greenpeace, Off-White and Gymshark
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JACQUELINE HARVEY worked in schools for many years but has had a passion
for storytelling since she was a child. She is the author of the popular AliceMiranda, Clementine Rose and Kensy and Max series, which have sold over one
and a half million copies in Australia alone. Her books have received numerous
short-listings and awards while her picture book, The Sound of the Sea, was a
CBCA Honour Book. Jacqueline speaks to thousands of young people at schools
and festivals around the world, and says the characters in her books are often
made up of the best bits of children she’s met over the years. While she is not
a twin, like Kensy and Max she does have excellent powers of observation and
has always thought she’d make a great spy. Jacqueline lives in Sydney and is
currently working on more Kensy and Max adventures, and some exciting new
projects too. Photo Credit © Jenni Bradley
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KOKO AND THE COCONUT

Turia Pitt and Emilie Tavaearii (illust.)
February 2023
Puffin
32pp (270mm x 270mm)
Rights Held: World

OVE
R 140
C
OVOEPIES S ,000
L
COAPCRRO1S30,O
IES SS A0L0D
0
AUSTTIT
OLDL
AUST RLAE
S
I
N
I
NEW RALLIA N
AND
I
NE
A
Z
E
A
W ZE AL A ND
ND
AL AN
D

The first picture book from bestselling author Turia Pitt.
From bestselling author, inspirational ironman, humanitarian and mother Turia Pitt comes this fun tale
about a determined little crab who faces a big challenge. Written with Turia’s mother, Celestine Vaite, the
book celebrates their Tahitian heritage.
Hello. My name is Koko. Today is a big day. . .
“Go, Koko!”
Cheer on Koko as he reaches for the sky - well, a very tall tree - and the ultimate prize . . . a hefty, juicy,
scrumptious coconut. But when the going gets tough, will he be able to finish what he starts?
Sales Points
• A fun story that champions many of the characteristics that Turia herself is known and admired for,
including resilience, determination and never giving up. Koko and the Coconut is a very simple but
delightful story about independent problem-solving, determination and never giving up . . .
• Little humans and their adults will delight in joining in with the repeated text on each page, “Go,
Koko!” to cheer on the little crab in his big challenge.
• Turia wrote this story with her mum. Her Polynesian Islander background helped to inform the story
as well as the illustrations. Both Turia’s and Emilie’s (the illustrator) heritage is Tahitian, and the
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TURIA PITT is living proof that, with the right mindset, anything is possible.
Caught in a grassfire while competing in a 100 km ultramarathon in 2011,
Turia suffered full thickness burns to 65 per cent of her body. But surviving is
the least of her achievements. One of Australia’s most admired and widely
recognised people, Turia has gone on to become a bestselling author, a
two-time Ironman and a humanitarian - raising well over a million dollars
for not-for-profit Interplast. Through her online presence, books and online
programs, Turia has inspired millions to live with more confidence, conquer
their fears and chase down their wildest dreams. Photo Credit © Elizabeth Allnutt
EMILIE TAVAERII was born in Tahiti in 1985. She left French Polynesia at the
age of seven and settled in France with her mother and brother on the beautiful
island of Noirmoutier. She developed a passion for creativity at an early age,
and later majored in Art History. After graduation, she started a photography
career. In 2018, Emilie felt the urge to reconnect with her Polynesian roots
and returned to Tahiti, which prompted her to change her life and to pursue
her childhood dream of becoming an illustrator. Emilie now lives in Nantes in
France and travels regularly to Polynesia where she has renewed strong ties.
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HAVE YOU SEEN TOMORROW?
Kyle Mewburn and Laura Bee (illust.)
October 2022
Picture Puffin New Zealand
32pp (280mm x 250 mm)
Rights Held: World

A beautiful contemporary fable from the acclaimed Kyle Mewburn about gratitude, mindfulness and
living in the present.
“What are you looking for?” asked Wolf.
“I’m looking for tomorrow,” Rabbit sighed.
“But I’ve looked everywhere,
and it’s nowhere to be found.”
Will Rabbit’s friends help him to see what is wonderful about today, before it’s too late?
By the award-winning author of Old Hu-Hu and with gorgeous, dreamy illustrations by the talented Laura
Bee, Have You Seen Tomorrow provides young readers with a deft exploration of the concept of yesterday,
today and tomorrow, a satisfying ending and much food for thought. A story to be read and reread.
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KYLE MEWBURN is one of New Zealand’s best known and most productive writers
for children. She has published more than 40 children’s books in nine countries
around the world and has won numerous awards, including the Book of the Year
Award for Old Hu-Hu and the Best Picture Book and Children’s Choice awards
for Kiss! Kiss! Yuck! Yuck!. She is the author of the Dinosaur Rescue and Dragon
Knight series, hugely popular collaborations with illustrator Donovan Bixley. She
was Children’s Writer in Residence at Otago University in 2011 and President of the
New Zealand Society of Authors from 2013–2017. Photo Credit © Kyle Mewburn
LAURA BEE is a freelance illustrator who specialises in publishing, character
design, editorial, illustrative design elements/bespoke illustrations and thanks
to this digital world we live in has worked with a wide range of international and
local clients. Photo Credit © Laura Bee

THE TREE AT NUMBER 43
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August 2022
Puffin Australia
32pp (240mm x 270mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: Germany (Thienemann)
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Fly - North America (Penguin Random House
US – Philomel), Turkey (Bilgi Yayinevi)
The Lost Library - North America (Penguin Random House US – Philomel)

A warm, inspirational story about determination, conservation, the magic of nature . . . and grandads.
In a noisy, grey city, Sam and his Grandpa long for the deep, dark wonderful jungle.
But when their dream comes true, can they find a way to protect it?
A delightful story book for all generations about the magic of wild places and the amazing things we can
achieve when we all work together. The Tree at Number 43 inspires hope for the future of our environment
without any sense of doom and gloom. A book for parents and grandparents to share and enjoy with kids,
whether they want to create a garden at home or change the world.
Sales Points
• Stunning illustrations and a text that’s perfect to read aloud.
• Focussing on themes of the wild environment and how important it is to protect it, this fuses the ‘we
can make change’ attitude of Greta Thunberg with Jess’s child-friendly magic realism.
• A delightful story about the relationship between a grandson and grandpa that inspires hope for the
future without any sense of doom and gloom. A book for parents and grandparents to share and enjoy
with kids, whether they want to create a garden at home or change the world.
• Jess works at the Melbourne Museum (museumsvictoria.com.au) as a designer, and themes of
environment and conservation are very close to his heart.
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JESS MCGEACHIN is a writer/illustrator/designer based in Melbourne. He loves
telling stories about hidden worlds just outside our own, and hiding clues in
them for small eyes to find. Drawing on a love of natural history (and a day job
at Melbourne Museum), Jess hopes that his stories inspire the reader to explore
both real and imaginary places and meet the characters that live in them. Photo
Credit © Rod Start
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DIGGING UP DAD

Morris Gleitzman
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October 2022
Puffin
160pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Territories: North America, United Kingdom, China,
France, Germany, Japan, Norway, Brazil, Slovenia, Spain, Italy, Czech
Republic, Lithuania

Another winning set of short stories from one of our best-loved authors, on a theme for our times kids helping adults to be their best selves.
Funny hopeful stories just when we need all the hope and humour we can get!
Brilliantly funny short stories for middle school readers from the ever-popular Morris Gleitzman, in the
hilarious style of Give Peas a Chance, Pizza Cake and Snot Chocolate!
Sales Points
• For ages 8+, mid to upper primary readers who love laugh-out-loud stories in short bites.
• Perfect for reluctant readers.
• Another winning set of short stories from the master, with a theme for our times – kids helping adults
to be their best selves – funny hopeful stories when we need all the hope and humour we can get!
• Sales of Morris Gleitzman titles are consistently high. His three short story collections, Give
Peas a Chance, Pizza Cake and Snot Chocolate, and the Funny Stories bind-up have sold 109,000
copies combined. His hugely popular Boy Overboard has sold in excess of 310,000 copies since its
publication and Toad Rage has sold more than 126,700 copies.
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MORRIS GLEITZMAN grew up in England and came to Australia when he was
sixteen. After university he worked for ten years as a screenwriter. Then he had
a wonderful experience. He wrote a novel for young people. Now, after 42 books,
he’s one of Australia’s most popular authors. He was appointed the Australian
Children’s Laureate for 2018–2019. Photo Credit © Penguin Random House

WILLA AND WOOF 1: MIMI IS MISSING
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Jacqueline Harvey and Anne Yi (illust.)
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July 2022
Puffin Australia
128pp (129mm x198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Series: Alice-Miranda: North America, United
Kingdom, Germany, Turkey, Russia, Indonesia, Hungary, Portugal and Film.
Clementine Rose - United Kingdom, Brazil and Sri Lanka.
Kensy and Max - North America

Author Jacqueline Harvey says: Willa is probably the closest character I’ve ever written to me as a child.
She has a lot of crazy ideas, but ultimately she just wants to do the right thing. The series is about the
joy of everyday childhood adventures and the friendships you make along the way. It’s been wonderful
finding Willa’s voice and meeting her friends and neighbours, and I hope that young readers will enjoy
meeting them all too.
From the bestselling author of Alice-Miranda comes this humorous and heartfelt
series about eight-year-old Willa and her best four-legged friend, Woof!
Willa’s in trouble. Mimi - the famous racing pigeon owned by Frank, her neighbour
and best old-aged friend - is missing. And Willa is pretty sure she’s the one who left
the cage door open . . .
She’ll need her most creative ideas (along with the help of Tae, her best same-age
friend, and her trusty sidekick Woof, the albino Irish Wolfhound) to track Mimi down
before Frank finds out!

Book 2

Can Willa find Mimi before it’s too late?
Sales Points
• Willa and Woof is just SO. MUCH. FUN.
• This is a fresh new direction for Jacquie and plays to her strengths of character and world building.
• She’s got three of the best friends and supporting cast members you could dream of: Woof, an albino
Irish Wolfhound who is her best ‘four-legged friend’, Tae, her next door neighbour who is her best
‘same age friend’ and Frank, who lives in the retirement village at the end of her street who is her best
‘old age friend’.
• The series is a step up for beginner readers who loved Billie B Brown.
• Book 2 to be published in October 2022; with Books 3 and 4 in early 2023.
FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022
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JACQUELINE HARVEY worked in schools for many years but has had a passion
for storytelling since she was a child. She is the author of the popular AliceMiranda and Clementine Rose series, which have sold over one million copies
in Australia alone. Her books have received numerous short-listings and awards
while her picture book, The Sound of the Sea, was a CBCA Honour Book.
Jacqueline speaks to thousands of young people at schools and festivals around
the world, and says the characters in her books are often made up of the best bits
of children she’s met over the years. While she is not a twin, like Kensy and Max
she does have excellent powers of observation and has always thought she’d
make a great spy.
Jacqueline lives in Sydney and is working on more Kensy and Max
adventures, and some exciting new projects too. Photo Credit © Jenni Bradley
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THE MEMORY THIEF
Leonie Agnew
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July 2021
Puffin New Zealand
256pp (135mm x 209mm)
Rights Held: World

A magical, award-winning novel about a girl who wants to escape her memories and a troll who is
desperately trying to remember his, for children aged 9 and up.
Winner of New Zealand’s Wright Family Foundation Esther Glen Award for Junior Fiction 2022
Seth has been trapped behind the iron bars of the public gardens for as long as he. can remember. By
day he’s frozen as a statue of a shepherd boy, but as soon as the sun sets he roams the park, ravenously
hungry. He is a troll, and the food he seeks is human memories. Then he meets Stella. There’s something
so different about her — Seth doesn’t want her memories. He simply wants to talk to her. But there’s
someone else in the garden who sees Stella as a threat...and a meal.
Captivating, spine-tingling and surprising, this is a novel that holds you spellbound. What is Stella trying
to forget? What are the memories that Seth is piecing together? And will he ever escape the lonely garden
and start truly living?
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LEONIE AGNEW is a New Zealand writer to watch – with each novel she
explores intriguing new territory, and surprises her readers’ expectations.
Leonie’s first novel, Super Finn won the Storylines Tom Fitzgibbon award
and went on to be the 2012 Junior Fiction award and Best First Book Award at
the New Zealand Children’s Book Awards. Her second novel, Conrad Cooper’s
Last Stand, and won a Storylines Notable Book Award and the LIANZA
Esther Glen Medal for Junior Fiction. The Impossible Boy receiveda 2017
Storylines Notable Junior Fiction Award and the UK David Fickling Master of
the Inkpot Award for an unpublished manuscript. Photo Credit © Wayne Martin
KIERAN RYNHART is a freelance illustrator who in 2010 was selected as one
of Luerzers Archive Best 200 Illustrators Worldwide. He creates his beautiful,
distinctive and evocative images using a mixture of traditional and digital
techniques, and works on a wide range of commissions from children’s picture
books to commercial graphics and music videos. Photo Credit © Lydia Fraser
Rynhart

THE BOOK OF WONDROUS POSSIBILITIES
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August 2022
Puffin Australia
288pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Grimsdon Germany (PRH Germany), Brazil
(Editora Fundamento)
The Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee North America (Sourcebooks),
Maltese (Merlin Publishing)
The Most Marvelous Spelling Bee Mystery (Sourcebooks)

A middle grade adventure for 8-12-year-old heroes (even if they don’t know it yet).
Arlo Goodman lives with his Uncle Avery in a run-down flat above their bookshop. He has no friends,
except for his pet mouse, Herbert.
But when a girl called Lisette bursts into the shop and begs him to hide her from a murderer, Arlo’s life
changes forever.
He’s swept up into an adventure involving kidnappers, car chases and a story in The Book of Wondrous
Possibilities, where Arlo and his skymouse battle dragons. But can Arlo find the courage to battle an even
greater enemy, who threatens to destroy everything he loves?
‘This magical and delightful story spins along at a perfect pace, knowing just when to pause for tea
and cake.’ JACLYN MORIARTY, author of the Kingdoms and Empires series
‘Warm-hearted, adventurous and funny. I adore this book!’ LIAN TANNER, author of The Keepers
trilogy
Sales Points
• Being a book about the magic of books, it will be a hit with book-lovers everywhere – think of the
success of books like The Grandest Bookshop in the World or Inkspell!
• Perfect for boys and girls aged 8+ who love books and adventure and a little bit of magic!
• This story has wonderful themes about family, coping with loss, friendship, believing in yourself and
being brave.
• This is definitely Deb’s love song to the power of storytelling and imagination, readers, bookshops and
booksellers!
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After training as a teacher, DEBORAH ABELA travelled to Africa where she was
harassed by monkeys, caught in a desert sandstorm and thrown in jail . . . twice!
She’s worked as a child wrangler and a rides operator at Luna Park, but her first
real job was as writer/producer of a national children’s TV show at Network TEN.
She has since become an internationally published and awarded author of 28
books including her cranky climate change trilogy, Grimsdon, New City and
Final Storm. Her family’s survival in WW2 and migration to Australia inspired
Teresa A New Australian. The Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee and The
Most Marvellous Spelling Bee Mystery were inspired by her fantabulous Grade
4 teacher, Ms Gray. She’s also written picture books: Wolfie, An Unlikely Hero
and the 2021 CBCA Notable, Bear in Space. The Book of Wondrous Possibilities is
her love letter to books, booksellers and readers. Deb’s won awards for her work
but mostly hopes to be as brave as her characters. She’s a proud ambassador
for the charities Room to Read and Books in Homes. www.deborahabela.com.
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Photo Credit © Todd Decker

H I GH L I GH T

LITTLE TALES OF HEDGEHOG AND GOAT
Paula Green and Kimberly Andrews
August 2022
Puffin New Zealand
240pp (153mm x 234mm)
Rights Held: World
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A charming illustrated chapter book for children six years and up about friendship finding magic in
the everyday.
Goat is looking at the sky and dreaming of a best friend when she hears a strange squeaking coming
from a ball of prickles. It’s Hedgehog, and she is crying. This is the beginning of a most unexpected
friendship. Though Goat is a creature of the day and Hedgehog hunts at night, life in their rolling
paddock will never be lonely or boring again.
Chock-full of adventure and wisdom, tall stories and tiny poems, Little Tales of Hedgehog and Goat is a
charming novel about friendship and finding the magic in the every day. It’s the perfect bedtime chapter
book that will be enjoyed by child and adult, and all fans of Winnie the Pooh and The Wind in the Willows.
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PAULA GREEN ONZM is one of New Zealand’s most highly regarded
poets, as well as an acclaimed writer, reviewer and anthologist. In 2017,
she received the Prime Minister’s Award for Poetry and was admitted
to the New Zealand Order of Merit for Services to Poetry. She lives in
coastal West Auckland with her husband, the painter Michael Hight, and
champions Aotearoa’s present and future poets through her two blogs,
Poetry Box for children and Poetry Shelf for adults. Photo Credit © Paula Green
KIMBERLY ANDREWS is a trained biologist and geologist who grew up in the
Canadian Rockies and has lived and worked in New Zealand, Borneo and the
UK. Her picture books have been widely acclaimed and her Puffin the Architect
series has been published in five languages. In 2019 she won the Russell Clark
Award for Illustration for Puffin the Architect, the first story which she both wrote
and illustrated. Kimberly lives with her husband and two young daughters in a
shipping-container house near Wellington, where she illustrates and writes, and
runs Tumbleweed Tees, a screen-printing business featuring her illustrations of
New Zealand plants and wildlife. Photo Credit © Simon Hoyle
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THE COLOURFUL WORLD OF
POPPY STARR OLSEN

Poppy Starr Olsen / Jess Black
August 2022
Puffin
240pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World

A funny and fresh novel for young readers from Australian Olympic skateboarder and creative soul
Poppy Starr Olsen.
My name is Poppy Starr Olsen. I’m twelve. I’m a bit of a dreamer.
Okay, a lot of a dreamer. I love drawing and being creative. I also swim, surf and skate. And, well, this is my
story . . .
You’ll meet my family. They’re really loud but I love them to bits. And you’ll meet my friends – they’re so
cool.
There’s some drama in my story, too. Think: an awesome skate comp I’m not allowed to enter, but then I
am and it’s going to be cancelled! I have to figure out how to save the comp and work on my best tricks
in the bowl and keep up with my school work and create my art. There’s so much to do! But it’s an epic
adventure.

POPPY STARR OLSEN’s whole life has been spent moving and creating, from
surfing, swimming and skating to drawing, painting and jewellery design.
FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022
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Poppy took up skating at age eight, and in 2014 she was crowned world under
14s champion, continuing her reign the following year in the over 15s category. In
2016, Poppy was the first Australian woman to compete at the Summer X Games,
and in 2017 she won bronze in the women’s skateboard park as well as gold at the
inaugural World Roller Games in Nanjing, China. Fast forward to 2021 and Poppy
burst onto the world stage when she made her Olympic debut in the women’s
skateboarding in Tokyo, finishing fifth overall. Photo Credit © Jedidiah Woods
JESS BLACK is an award-winning author of over forty children’s books. Jess has
written the Tales of Mr Walker series about a dog who comes to live in the fanciest
hotel in town. Jess has also written the Kitty is Not a Cat series, Little Paws series
and the Keeper of the Crystals series; and is co-author of the hugely successful
Bindi Wildlife Adventure series, the Kaboom Kid series and the Animal Tales
series. Photo Credit © Lara Savage

M I DDL E GR A DE - SERI ES

RANGER’S APPRENTICE THE ROYAL RANGER 6:
ARAZAN’S WOLVES

John Flanagan
November 2022
Random House Australia Children’s
352pp (129mm x 198mm)
Right Held: ANZ + Translation
Rights Sold Previous Territories: Brazil, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Germany, Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, and Turkey

John Flanagan gets spooky in the latest adventure in the New York Times bestselling
Ranger’s Apprentice The Royal Ranger series!
Will and Maddie are sent to the neighbouring kingdom of Celtica to investigate reports of terrifying
direwolves, an ancient species thought to be extinct. What they discover is even more of a threat - a
sorceress who has brought direwolves and Wargals under her control and is building an army of
creatures both living and supernatural. Arazan must be stopped before she becomes too powerful - but
first Will and Maddie need to find her.
Sales Points
• John Flanagan’s Ranger’s Apprentice and Brotherband series have sold OVER 15 MILLION COPIES
worldwide!
• A return to the world of Ranger’s Apprentice The Royal Ranger and its stars Will and Maddie.
• Ranger’s Apprentice takes a SPOOKY turn in this story!
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JOHN FLANAGAN’s Ranger’s Apprentice and Brotherband adventure series have
sold more than fifteen million copies worldwide. His books are available in more
than one hundred countries, are regularly on the New York Times bestseller list,
and have had multiple award shortlistings and wins in Australia and overseas.
John, a former television and advertising writer, lives with his wife in a Sydney
beachside suburb. Photo Credit © Cameron Barrie

middle grade - series new

WHAT MAKES A MATILDA

Matildas
November 2022
Puffin
256pp (153mm x 234mm)
Rights Held: World

Everything you need to know about Australia’s favourite sporting team – The Commbank Matildas!
Get inside the mind of a Matilda and learn what makes this star team so special!
An in-depth look at the Matildas showcasing the players and their stories; chronicling the history of our
national women’s football team; and chock-full of advice for aspiring football stars eager to learn what
makes a Matilda, from practical drills to the Matilda mentality. Covering all your favourite players such as
Sam Kerr, Ellie Carpenter, Mary Fowler and more.
The book also includes behind-the-scenes insight into the Matildas’ training camps, a look at the
ParaMatildas and the Junior and Young Matildas, and the journey of bringing the FIFA Women’s World
Cup™ 2023 to Australia. A must-have for every young football fan.
Sales Points
• The CommBank Matildas were crowned Australia’s favourite sporting team in 2019 and their
popularity boomed during the Tokyo 2020 Olympics when they became Australia’s most watched
women’s sporting team in television history, with a record breaking 1,468,747 viewers tuning in to
watch them take on Sweden.
• Puffin is the official publishing partner of Football Australia, the Commbank Matildas and the
Socceroos. We will publish an eight-book program spanning board books for babies, an exciting
junior fiction series and engaging non-fiction.
• This book is perfect for Matildas fans of any age. With player profiles, training drills, break-out facts
and a picture section, it is the perfect accompaniment to the Matildas’ journey to the FIFA Women’s
World Cup 2023™ and beyond!
• Australia and New Zealand will co-host the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2023™, taking place in July–
August.
• Football Australia’s social media reach across all channels is close to 2 million.
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middle grade - series new

WILSON SISTERS ADVENTURES 1:
SHYLA, THE SNOWY BRUMBY

Kelly Wilson with Nina Sutherland
February 2023
Puffin New Zealand
288pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
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A brand new equestrian series for fans of the best selling Showtym Adventured!
Can Nina help the Wilson sisters tame a wild Brumby into a child’s dream pony?
All 10-year-old Nina has ever dreamed of is working with ponies. When the renowned horsewoman Kelly
Wilson invites her to help tame a wild pony for the Australian Brumby Challenge, Nina has to pinch
herself to believe it. She and Shyla swiftly form a close bond, but all the time Nina knows that the little
Brumby is destined for auction, and the dream pony she has worked so hard to train will go to another
lucky child. Nina’s wild pony adventure will take her from Australia’s Snowy Mountains and back – but will
she get the chance to have a wild Brumby of her own?
From the author of the bestselling Showtym Adventures, this novel is inspired by the Wilson sisters’
exciting true experiences with wild horses.
Sales Points
• A brand new series following on from the bestselling Showtym Adventures, which has sold more than
50,000 copies!
• For readers 9-12 years, each book features a young rider mentored by the Wilson sisters, who turns a
wild pony into a star showjumper, inspired by true events.
• A collaboration between Kelly Wilson and talented teen equestrian Nina Sutherland.
• Perfect for fans of the Showtym Adventures series and anyone who loves equestrian fiction!
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KELLY WILSON is the bestselling author of six autobiographical non-fiction books,
a children’s picture book and the junior chapter book series Showtym Adventures,
as well as a middle-grade novel, Showtym Viking, written with her sister Amanda.
She and her sisters starred in the hit-rating TV series, Keeping Up with the
Kaimanawas, following their work taming New Zealand’s wild Kaimanawa horses,
and she has travelled around the globe to document, rescue and tame wild horses.
Equestrian NINA SUTHERLAND grew up in Northland, New Zealand, and learned
to ride at a young age. She has co-written two novels for children inspired by her
life-changing experiences with wild horses. She lives in New Zealand’s Hawke’s
Bay, where she works as a fulltime rider.

ASTONISHINGLY GOOD STORIES
M I DDL E GR A DE - SERI ES

R.A. Spratt
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August 2022
Puffin
240pp (153mm x 234mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Nanny Piggins and the Wicked Plan - North
America (Little, Brown US), Nanny Piggins and the Runaway Lion - North
America (Little, Brown US), The Adventures of Nanny Piggins - United
States (Little Brown US); Peski Kids 1: The Mystery of the Squashed
Cockroach - Ukraine (Knigolove)

A lovestruck merpig, a peppermint-stick Parthenon, a vegetarian spider and so much more!
From R.A. Spratt, bestselling author of Friday Barnes and Shockingly Good Stories, comes this collection
of twenty terrific tales perfect for fans of Roald Dahl, David Walliams and Paul Jennings.
Featuring Greek myths and fractured fairytales as told by Nanny Piggins (the world’s most glamorous
flying pig), a mystery investigated by Friday Barnes (girl detective) and a series of tales so tall they will
give you altitude sickness.
This book will delight children from four to one hundred and four. Just the thing for reading at bedtime,
when you’re supposed to be doing your homework or when you’ve been chased up a tree by an escaped
rhinoceros and you’re waiting for the zookeeper to arrive.
Sales Points
• R.A. Spratt’s books have sold over half a million copies in total!
• R.A. Spratt’s audience continues to grow with the success of her podcast Bedtime Stories with
R.A. Spratt. It now gets 100,000 downloads per month and has a lifetime total of close to 1 million
downloads and 726,000 streams on Spotify. It often peaks at 2nd place on the Apple Podcast ‘Stories
for Kids’ chart.
• In Shockingly Good Stories R.A. Spratt took inspiration from famous fairy tales. In Astonishingly Good
Stories it is Greek myths that form the basis of many of her stories.
• Astonishingly Good Stories contains a previously unpublished Friday Barnes short story – Friday
Barnes and the Case of the Stolen Star.

FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022

R.A. SPRATT is the author of The Peski Kids, Friday Barnes and The
Adventures of Nanny Piggins. In her previous life she was a television
writer. Unlike the Peski kids, R.A. Spratt never fights with her brother,
but only because he moved to Tokyo to get away from her. R.A. lives in
Bowral, NSW, where she has three chickens, five goldfish and a dog. She
also has a husband and two daughters. Photo Credit © Ashley Mackevicius
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For more information, visit raspratt.com

THE SILVER SEA
middle grade - series

Belinda Murrell
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August 2022
Puffin Australia
288pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: ANZ + Translation
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Pippa’s Island 1: The Beach Shark Cafe Czech Republic (Albatros Media a.s.), Pippa’s Island 2: Cup Reporters Czech Republic (Albatros Media a.s.), The Golden Tower - Audio (Bolinda
Publishing)

The second book in Belinda Murrell’s Tuscian series, set in an Italian Renaissance inspired world filled
with magic, mystery, mischievous creatures, and danger at every turn!
‘You don’t understand how dangerous this is. Anyone you see could be a spy. You cannot trust anyone.’
Sophie returns to the magical land of Tuscia and is instantly thrown into danger – Nanna and Caterina
Rossellana have been kidnapped.
To save them, Sophie and Nicco must team up with a theatre troupe who are performing for the Mago, in
the city across the Silver Sea.
Can Sophie unravel the political intrigues of Venetto and save the grandmothers? Or will she fall foul of
the evil Mago and be thrown into the dungeons to be eaten by the Mostro of the Dark Waters?
Sales Points
• An unputdownable fantasy adventure for girls and boys 8–11.
• Based on Belinda’s research and her travels, this sequel to The Golden Tower is set in an alternate
Italy, and features plenty of adventure and intrigue as Sophie and Nicco travel across the country,
encountering all sorts of interesting characters and magical beings.
• Belinda Murrell has sold almost half a million books with Penguin Random House, from her exciting
Sun Sword trilogy to intriguing timeslip historical novels to Lulu Bell and Pippa’s Island series!
• Belinda Murrell writing what she does best – a timeslip adventure filled with magic, mystery, feasts,
friendships, and danger at every turn!
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At about the age of eight, BELINDA MURRELL began writing stirring tales of
adventure, mystery and magic in hand-illustrated exercise books. As an adult,
she combined two of her great loves – writing and travelling the world – and
worked as a travel writer, journalist and public relations consultant. Now, inspired
by her own three children, Belinda is an award-winning, internationally published
children’s author with a history of writing in her family that spans over 200 years.
She has written more than 35 books including The Sun Sword trilogy and her
time-slip adventures, The Locket of Dreams, The Ruby Talisman, The Ivory Rose,
The Forgotten Pearl, The River Charm, The Sequin Star, and The Lost Sapphire.
For younger readers Belinda has her popular Lulu Bell and Pippa’s Island series.
Her latest book is The Golden Tower, a timeslip/fantasy set in a magical Italian
Renaissance inspired world. Belinda lives in Manly in a gorgeous old house
overlooking the sea with her husband Rob, her three beautiful children – Nick,
Emily and Lachlan – and her dog Rosie. She is an Author Ambassador for Room
to Read and Books in Homes. Find out more about Belinda at her website
www.belindamurrell.com.au. Photo Credit © Jen Bradley

BELOW
M I DDL E GR A DE - STA N D A LO N E

David Hill
March 2023
Puffin New Zealand
272pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: First to the Top - India (Penguin Random House
India), See Ya, Simon - Belguim (Facet International), German (Anrich
Verlag GmbH)

In this unputdownable contemporary junior novel, two kids are caught in a tunnel collapse.
They fight to survive in the dark as the clock is ticking and the water is rising.
A nerve-wracking underground adventure from the master of suspense . . .
When Liam dares his classmate Imogen to come on a secret tour of the railway tunnel being drilled
through their local mountain, he hopes she’ll quit her loud and annoying protests about it damaging the
environment — his dad is an engineer working on the tunnel, after all. Imogen accepts his dare, but for
reasons of her own.
They sneak in to explore, and have just reached the huge tunnelling machine deep inside, when
everything goes horribly wrong. As the rocks stop falling and the dust settles, they are trapped, kilometres
below ground, in the dark. Water is trickling in and beginning to rise. And nobody knows where they are.
Can they stop arguing and start working together to survive before time runs out?
‘Hill knows how to draw young readers in and keep them on the edge of their seats . . .’ – Linda Thompson,
Artistic Director

A nerve-wracking
underground adventure
from a master storyteller . . .
When Liam dares his classmate Imogen
to come on a secret tour of the railway
tunnel being drilled through their local
mountain, he hopes she’ll quit protesting
about it damaging the environment —
his dad is an engineer working on the
tunnel, after all.

‘Hill knows how to draw young readers in and
keep them on the edge of their seats . . .’
LINDA THOMPSON
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DAVID HILL

Just as they reach the huge tunnelling
machine everything goes horribly
wrong. When the rocks stop falling
and the dust settles, they are trapped,
kilometres below ground, in the dark.
Water is trickling in and beginning to rise.
And nobody knows where they are.

DAVID
HILL

Two kids are trapped
in a tunnel collapse.
Will they escape before
time runs out?

12/09/22 3:11 PM

DAVID HILL is one of the best-loved children’s authors living and writing in New
Zealand today. His novels for young people range widely and have that rare
balance of fast pace, humour and character authenticity that reels in the most
reluctant readers. His work has been published all around the world, translated
into many languages and has won major awards here and overseas. In 2004
David was made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit and in 2005 he was
awarded the Storylines Margaret Mahy Medal for his significant contribution to
children’s literature. He is a regular book reviewer and commentator for Radio NZ
and The Listener. He was President of Honour of the NZSA 2019-2020. David lives
in New Plymouth. Photo Credit © Robert Cross

M I DDL E GR A DE - STA N D A LO N E - P O ET RY

ROAR SQUEAK PURR

Paula Green and Jenny Cooper (illust.)
October 2022
Puffin New Zealand
288pp (190mm x 255mm)
Rights Held: World

A marvellous menagerie of more than 200 animal poems for children by New Zealand’s best writers
- some of them children - selected by star New Zealand poet Paula Green and adorably illustrated by
Jenny Cooper.
ROAR SQUEAK PURR shows just how fun poetry can be, and is sure to inspire a new generation of poets.
In between the covers of this book you will meet creatures large and small. They might pad, or skitter,
swoosh or soar. They could be fuzzy, feathery, suckery, scaly or spiky. These animals might ROAR or
squeak or Purrrrrrrrrr. Just like the animals they are about, these poems come in all shapes and sizes!
They tell stories, pose questions, make us feel things - and they all make glorious music. If your kids think
poetry isn’t for them, Roar Squeak Purr will cure that thought forever!
Roar Squeak Purr is destined to be a family treasure – and to inspire a new generation of poets.

For you,
the reader
May your
days gleam
with poems
PG

PUFFIN

A New Zealand Treasury
of Animal Poems

UK | USA | Canada | Ireland | Australia
India | New Zealand | South Africa | China
Puffin is an imprint of the Penguin Random House
group of companies, whose addresses can
be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

First published by Penguin Random House
New Zealand, 2022
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Selection and introduction
© Paula Green, 2022
Illustrations © Jenny Cooper, 2022
© in individual poems remains
with the poets

For Mieke
and Luka
Sorry no unicorns
here, but barnacles
and crocodiles galore
JC

The moral right of the editor, poets
and illustrator has been asserted.
All rights reserved.
Design by Cat Taylor © Penguin
Random House New Zealand
Paula Green photograph
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Image scanning and prepress by
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Additional prepress by Soar
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publisher.
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Edited by
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Illustrated by

PUFFIN BOOKS

JENNY COOPER

PAULA GREEN ONZM is one of New Zealand’s most highly regarded poets, having
published a number of poetry collections of her own for both adults and children
and edited several anthologies, the latest being the acclaimed Wild Honey (2019).
Her blogs Poetry Shelf and Poetry Box offer New Zealanders young and old a space
to appreciate and share our finest writing. In 2017 she was awarded the Prime
Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement in Poetry. Photo Credit © Paula Green
JENNY COOPER is an award-winning and prolific illustrator of more than 80
children’s books. An exceptionally versatile, characterful and exuberant illustrator
in 2015 Jenny was honoured as one of New Zealand’s foremost illustrators with
the presentation of The Arts Foundation Mallinson Rendel Illustrators Award.
Photo Credit © Jenny Cooper

ALL FOUR QUARTERS OF THE MOON
M I DDL E GR A DE - STA N D A LO N E

Shirley Marr
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July 2022
Puffin Australia
320pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rigts Held: ANZ + Translation
Rights Sold Previous Title: A Glasshouse of Stars China (Beijing White
Horse Time Culture Development Co)
Rights sold (by agent) Previous Title: A Glasshouse of Stars North America
(Simon & Schuster), United Kingdom (Usborne)

A big-hearted story of love and resilience, starring sisters and storytellers Peijing and Biju, a lost
family finding their way, a Little World made of paper, a Jade Rabbit,
and the ever-changing but constant moon.
Making mooncakes with Ah Ma for the Mid-Autumn Festival was the last day of Peijing’s old life. Now,
adapting to their new life in Australia, Peijing thinks everything will turn out okay for her family as long as
they have each other - but cracks are starting to appear.
Her little sister, Biju, needs Peijing to be the dependable big sister. Ma Ma is no longer herself; Ah Ma
keeps forgetting who she is; and Ba Ba, who used to work seven days a week, is adjusting to being a
hands-on dad.
How will Peijing cope with the uncertainties of her own little world while shouldering the burden of
everyone else? And if Peijing’s family are the four quarters of the mooncake, where does she fit in?
‘An enchanting, touching, perfectly crafted story that will live in my heart for a very long time. A
novel of family, friendship, culture, honour and identity that is both timely and timeless. I laughed
and cried so many times, and felt as if my soul and my worldview were both expanding. An instant
classic.’ KATE GORDON, author of CBCA award-winning Aster’s Good, Right Things
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Sales points
• A heart-warming story of a family’s immigration from first generation Chinese-Australian author
Shirley Marr.
• Perfect for readers aged 9 to 12 who love beautiful contemporary middle grade books such as Wonder,
Aster’s Good, Right Things or Dragon Skin.
• Like Shirley’s multiple award-winning previous book A Glasshouse of Stars, this is a very special and
unforgettable story.
• All Four Quarters of the Moon is full of imagination and creativity, with Peijing and Biju telling stories
from Chinese mythology, from the Jade Rabbit and moon goddess to the animals of the Chinese
zodiac.
SHIRLEY MARR is a first-generation Chinese-Australian living in Perth and
an author of young adult and children’s fiction, including YA novels Fury and
Preloved, and children’s novels Little Jiang and A Glasshouse of Stars. She
describes herself as having a Western mind and an Eastern heart. She likes to
write in the space in the middle where they both collide, basing her stories on
her own personal experiences of migration and growing up in Australia, along
with the folk and fairy tales from her mother. Arriving in mainland Australia from
Christmas Island as a seven-year-old in the 1980s and experiencing the good,
the bad and the wonder that comes with culture shock, Shirley has been in love
with reading and writing from that early age. Shirley is a universe full of stars
and stories and hopes to share the many other novels that she has inside her.
Photo Credit © Jessica Wyld

COP AND ROBBER
M I DDL E GR A DE - STA N D A LO N E

Tristan Bancks
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July 2022
Puffin Australia
256pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous titles: My Life and Other Stuff that Went Wrong
- Portugal (Editora Fundamento Educational Ltda), Turkey (Epsilon
Yayincilik), My Life and Other Stuff I Made Up - Portugal (Editora
Fundamento Educational Ltda), Turkey (Epsilon Yayincilik), My Life and
Other Massive Mistakes - Portugal (Editora Fundamento Educational Ltda)

A new nailbiter from the bestselling author of Two Wolves The Fall and Detention.
If your mum was a cop and your dad was a criminal who needed your help to commit a crime, would you
do it to save him? At what cost?
Nash Hall’s dad is a criminal who just can’t seem to go straight. He wants Nash to help him commit a
robbery. A big one. The trouble is, Nash’s mum is a cop. And the robbery is at Nash’s school. But Dad owes
a lot of money to some very dangerous people and if Nash doesn’t help him do the job, it could cost both
their lives.

Sales Points
• Another unputdownable, fast-paced and actionpacked story from Tristan, for upper middle grade
readers aged 11 to 14.
• Tristan’s trilogy of stand-alone books for this
age – Two Wolves, The Fall and Detention – have
together sold over 140,000 copies and won or been
shortlisted or longlisted for more than 14 awards.
• Full of the kind of dilemmas and twists that make
Tristan’s books so relatable and unforgettable for
young readers.
• A leter from Tristan is printed on the back of our
Advance Reader Copies. You can read it here!
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TRISTAN BANCKS tells stories for the page and screen. His books for kids and
teens include Two Wolves, The Fall, Detention, the Tom Weekly series, Nit Boy and
Ginger Meggs, a 100th anniversary book of short stories based on characters
created by his great-great uncle, Jimmy Bancks, in 1921. Tristan’s books have won
and been shortlisted for many awards, including a Children’s Book Council of
Australia Honour Book, the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards, ABIA, YABBA, KOALA,
NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and Queensland Literary Awards. His latest book
is Cop and Robber, a tense, fast-paced crime novel with lots of laughs for age 10+.
Tristan is a writer-ambassador for literacy non-profit Room to Read. He is
currently working with producers to develop a number of his books for the screen.
He’s excited by the future of storytelling and inspiring others to create. You can
find out more about Tristan’s books, play games, watch videos, join his Young
Writer’s StorySchool and help him try to change the world at tristanbancks.com.
Photo Credit © Amber Melody
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WHAT ABOUT THAO?
Oliver Phommavanh
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August 2022
Puffin Australia
208pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Con-nerd - Korea (Danielstone Publishing),
Don’t Follow Vee - Korea (Danielstone Publishing)

The next middle grade novel for 10+ from the author of Thai-riffic, Con-nerd and The Other Christy
about a Vietnamese-Australian boy in a small country town who has enjoyed being the new kid at his
tiny school – until Kadir arrives…
In his signature style, Oliver creates a fabulously diverse and heartfelt duo in Thao and Kadir and their
sometimes hilarious and sometimes heart-wrenching dilemmas of culture and belonging in a remote
rural community. Throw in some slam poetry and it might just end in a lifelong friendship and a whole lot
more understanding.
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OLIVER PHOMMAVANH is a young Thai-Australian writer for children. He
has featured on panels at the Sydney Writers’ Festival among many other
appearances at festivals and writing events as well as in blogs. He has worked
as a primary school teacher and now spends his time writing and sharing his
writing passion with kids and engaging them with humour. He’s also a stand-up
comedian and has appeared on national TV and radio as well as a number of
well-known comedy venues such as the Comedy Store in Sydney. His first book
for upper primary, Thai-riffic!, was published to critical acclaim, followed by Connerd, Punchlines, Thai-no-mite, The Other Christy, Super Con-nerd, Natural Born
Loser and, most recently, Don’t Follow Vee. For younger readers he wrote Ethan in
the Stuff Happens series. Photo Credit © Stephen John Walton

HAIRY MACLARY AND
FRIENDS HOW DO I FEEL?
P I C T URE BO O K

Lynley Dodd
August 2022
Puffin New Zealand
20pp (210mm x 210mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Territories: North America, United Kingdom, Turkey,
Iceland, Japan, Sweden, China, Slovenia, and Korea

How are Hairy Maclary, Scarface Claw, Zachary Quack and all their friends feeling? This delightful
board book is designed to help little ones identify and express their emotions.
Lift the flaps and learn about feelings with the help of rascally Hairy Maclary and all his rollicking friends!
Happy or sad?
Mischievous or mad?
This very special first concepts board book is designed to help babies and toddlers learn the words to
express how they are feeling, with Lynley Dodd’s delightful and funny animal characters leading the way.
Read all the Hairy Maclary and Friends books by Lynley Dodd!
Sales Points
• Featuring the hijinks of Hairy Maclary and the gang, this feelings-themed lift-the-flap board
book with big, chunky pages is the ideal tool to help littlies understand, name and talk about their
emotions.
• The Hairy Maclary and Friends series is a classic and well over 10 million Hairy Maclary and
Friends copies have sold worldwide
• Full of Dodd’s classic humour, with gorgeous, expressive illustrations that littlies love.
• A go-to brand for 0-3 age group.
• 20 key feelings identified, including happy, sad, angry, mischievous, guilty, proud, lonely, sleepy and
more!
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LYNLEY DODD is one of New Zealand’s best known and best loved authors of
children’s books. In a career spanning four decades she has produced more
than thirty original picture books (creating both the story and the illustrations),
which have been published all over the world in multiple languages. New Zealand
librarian and reviewer of children’s books Simie Simpson wrote, “Fostering a
love of language since 1983, Hairy Maclary is almost compulsory reading for
babies and toddlers. Reading the lovely Zachary Quack Minimonster and Wake
Up, Bear, I was reminded at how delightful and clever [Lynley Dodd’s] books are.
They are full of joy and rhythm, relatable and perfectly pitched for their intended
audience.” Photo Credit © Bob Tulloch

HAIRY MACLARY AND FRIENDS
OFF FOR A WALK
P I C T URE BO O K

Lynley Dodd
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October 2022
Puffin New Zealand
64pp (210 mm x 297mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Territories: North America, United Kingdom, Turkey,
Iceland, Japan, Sweden, China, Slovenia, and Korea

Meet Hairy Maclary and all the gang and explore his world in this delightful colouring book with 64
pages to colour!
Explore the world of Hairy Maclary and his friends with 64 pages of rollicking, frolicking colouring fun!
Hairy Maclary is always looking for mischief! Join the raggedy rascal and his gang as they gallop about,
sniffing and snooping and bothering cats – until they meet their match.
Hairy Maclary and Friends by Lynley Dodd is one of the world’s best known and best loved brands for
children, and this colouring book captures all the delightful humour of the stories, with illustrations of
Hairy Maclary and his gang - Hercules Morse, Bottomley Potts, Muffin McLay, Bitzer Maloney, Schnitzel
von Krumm as well as tough old Scarface Claw, sneaky Slinky Malinki and pittery pattery Zachary Quack.
Read all the Hairy Maclary and Friends books by Lynley Dodd!
Sales Points
• Published to launch Hairy Maclary’s 40th birthday celebrations, with a promotion celebrating all
things Hairy Maclary and Lynley Dodd from late 2022 and throughout 2023
• Having sold over 10 million copies around the world, Hairy Maclary and Friends is one of our best
known and most popular preschool brands.
• 64 pages of colouring scenes from the pages of the 21 books in the series, along with illustrations of
all the gang - Hercules Morse, Bottomley Potts, Muffin McLay, Bitzer Maloney, Schnitzel von Krumm,
Scarface Claw, Slinky Malinki and Zachary Quack.
• Hairy Maclary is such an irrepressible rascal and these scenes show him getting up to his usual
mischief, but there is one character who can keep him in line.
• Full of Lynley Dodd’s humour, these illustrations will please any arty animal lover and encourage
readers back to purchase more Lynley Dodd goodness!
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LYNLEY DODD is one of New Zealand’s best known and best loved authors of
children’s books. In a career spanning four decades she has produced more
than thirty original picture books (creating both the story and the illustrations),
which have been published all over the world in multiple languages. New Zealand
librarian and reviewer of children’s books Simie Simpson wrote, “Fostering a love
of language since 1983, Hairy Maclary is almost compulsory reading for babies
and toddlers. Reading the lovely Zachary Quack Minimonster and Wake Up, Bear, I
was reminded at how delightful and clever [Lynley Dodd’s] books are. They are full
of joy and rhythm, relatable and perfectly pitched for their intended audience.”
Photo Credit © Bob Tulloch

P I C T URE BO O K

PARCEL FOR... PENGUIN

Shelley Knoll-Miller
March 2023
Puffin
24pp (200mm x 220mm)
Rights Held: ANZ + Translation

What is in the parcel for Penguin . . . ?! Guess along with Penguin and friends in this cool tale for
preschoolers.

Captivating characters and quizzical questions will tease and please preschoolers
in the fun guess-a-thon that seeks to solve the mystery of what is in the parcel
for Penguin. Brimming with the joy and anticipation of opening a gift, the punchy
and playful ‘Parcel for...’ series tickles and engages with each turn of the page.
Can you guess what is in the parcel for Penguin?

Book 2

Sales Points
• Fun illustration-led series with a clear, clean, contemporary and instantly recognisable look and feel.
• Simple and fun, with dynamic illustrations and short, sharp, engaging text that’s perfect for preschoolers.
• Formulaic structure that makes the series predictable but with enough surprising elements and
different characters in each book to appeal both as a series and individual books, making them highly
collectable.
• Quirky problem-solving theme that’s central to the series.
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SHELLEY KNOLL-MILLER is an Australian illustrator with a love of storytelling – the sillier the better.
She has worked as a cartoonist for over 20 years, including editorial cartooning for The Melbourne Age,
before she illustrated her first picture book and fell in love with the process. Now, she writes and illustrates
her own books, and her creative talent has been recognised both locally and nationally through awards,
including the 2020 Australian Society of Author’s Style File Illustrator Award as well as the 2020 Maurice
Saxby Creative Development Program. Shelley lives in a tiny hamlet, in a straw-bale house that she built
with her husband. She insists everyone in her household call one of the bedrooms ‘The Studio’, where she
attempts to work in between visits from her three children – and guinea fowl, who tap on the windows with
their beaks.

P I C T URE BO O K

ALL THE WORDS I NEED TO KNOW:
A FIRST DICTIONARY
Jane Godwin and Andrew Joyner (illust.)
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July 2022
Puffin Australia
40pp (250mm x 250mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Title: How Big is Too Small? China (Phoenix Juvenile
and Children’s Publishing House LTD), Korea (Conko), Turkey (Cinar)

From the team who brought us How Big is Too Small? comes a new picture book
about discovering all the words you need to know!
All the words you need to know
Will help you as you learn and grow.
From ant and ball and yak and zoo,
Here’s a word book
JUST FOR YOU!
Sales Points
• First dictionary for 3+, created with the charm and skill, using simple but clever text and storyling,
topped and tailed with brilliant rhyme.
• Andrew Joyner is the illustrator of Dr Seuss’s Horse Museum by Dr Seuss (published by Penguin
Random House New York), in which Andrew took inspiration from Dr. Seuss’s original sketches and
created a look that is both subtly Seussian and wholly his own.
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JANE GODWIN is the highly acclaimed author of over thirty books for children,
across all styles and ages. Her work is published internationally and she has
received many commendations, including the Queensland Premier’s Award
(Children’s Books), the Aurealis Award and the Animal Welfare Award, and
shortlistings in the CBCA Book of the Year Awards, the Prime Minister’s Literary
Award, the New South Wales State Literary Award (Patricia Wrightson Prize), the
YABBA Awards, the Speech Pathology Awards, The Family Award for Children’s
Books, and the Australian Book Industry Awards. For many years Jane was a
publisher of children’s books at Penguin Australia. Photo Credit © Lillie Thompson
ANDREW JOYNER is an internationally published illustrator and author. His
bestselling books include the modern classic The Terrible Plop, written by Ursula
Dubosarsky (shortlisted for the CBCA awards and the Prime Minister’s Literary
Awards). Other favourites include Too Many Elephants in this House (with Ursula
Dubosarsky), How Big is Too Small (with Jane Godwin), Blue the Builder’s Dog
(with Jen Storer) and the Boris series for young readers (Ready, Set, Boris was a
Notable book in the CBCA Awards). Photo Credit © Andrew Joyner

P I C T URE BO O K

I’M A DIRTY DINOSAUR HIDE AND SEEK:
A LIFT-THE-FLAP BOOK
Janeen Brian and Ann James (Illust.)
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August 2022
Puffin Australia
10pp (210mm x 210mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: I’m a Dirty Dinosaur - North America (Kane
Miller), China (Oriental Babies & Kids), I’m a Hungry Dinosaur - North
America (Kane Miller)

Everyone’s favourite muddy little dinosaur is back. Pre-schoolers will love to play hide and seek and
look for Dirty Dinosaur and friends in this bright, fun lift-the-flap board book.
With a ton of instant appeal and perfect energy for the pre-school age group, this joyous book for
very young children has a wonderful interactive seek-and-find theme. Children will love helping Dirty
Dinosaur find his friends under the flaps. There is also an opportunity to learn early counting skills with
the insects found under the alternative flap. Painted with real mud from the illustrator’s dam, the artwork
will inspire children’s own creative play.
Sales Points
• For babies and toddlers, this lift-the-flap board book ticks all the boxes: simple interactive text and
format and visually very appealing with bright colours and an adorable child-like character.
• Lift-the-flap format and hide-and-seek theme provides lots of interactive fun for babies and toddlers
• Dinosaurs are ever-popular characters and muddy ones drawn with real mud are even better!
• Toddlers have already proven that they fully identify with Dirty Dinosaur’s cheeky antics and are
inspired by the idea of muddy art play.
• An opportunity to practise early counting skills as children find Dirty Dinosaur’s friends and then the
insects also to be found under the flaps.
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JANEEN BRIAN is an award-winning author of picture books, fiction,
non-fiction, short fiction and poetry for young readers. Several of her
books have been CBCA Notable or Honour Books, including I’m a Dirty
Dinosaur (winner of the Speech Pathology Australia 2014 Children’s
Book of the Year Award) and I’m a Hungry Dinosaur. A former Primary
School teacher, Janeen lives in South Australia. Photo Credit © Alex Kelly
ANN JAMES has illustrated more than fifty books including well-loved favourite
I’m a Dirty Dinosaur, I’m a Hungry Dinosaur, the Penny Pollard series by Kobin
Klein, The Midnight Gang and The Midnight Feast by Margaret Wild and The
Butterfly by Roger Vaughan Carr. Most of her illustrations feature her own
animals and she delights in being experimental with the materials she illustrates
with. Photo Credit © Walker Books

P I C T URE BO O K

MY BABA IS THE BEST

Bachar Houli and Debby Rahmalia (illust.)
August 2022
Puffin
32pp (220mm x 280mm)
Rights Held: World

A joyous picture book celebrating the special bond between fathers and daughters and the fun times
they share – by multiple AFL Premiership player and inspirational community leader Bachar Houli.
An exuberant and joyful picture book about family and fathers and daughters from multiple AFL
Premiership player Bachar Houli. A feel-good Father’s Day book and a gorgeous celebration of the
richness and joy of their cultural and family life.
My baba has a big beard and a big smile. He gives the best hugs and never sits still.
Gardening, jogging, fishing, watching movies or going camping . . . Baba and I do lots of things together.
My baba is the best. I love my baba!
A joyous picture book celebrating the special bond between fathers and daughters and the activities they
share – by multiple AFL Premiership player and inspirational community leader Bachar Houli.
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BACHAR HOULI is as accomplished an AFL footballer as they come, playing
232 games over fifteen seasons and a key role in three Richmond Premiership
sides before retiring from football in 2021. Off the field, Bachar was the AFL’s
first devout Muslim and helped bring to life a number of initiatives that
have generated great community impact in a short time. The Bachar Houli
Foundation aims to continue the legacy Bachar and The Tigers have established,
nurturing young Islamic footballers aspiring to follow in his footsteps.
DEBBY RAHMALIA is an illustrator based in Indonesia. She has been drawing
for as long as she can remember, spending most of her years growing
up doodling on textbook margins and exploring different mediums. She
specialises in children’s book illustration where her love for designing
quirky and whimsical characters meets her passion for storytelling.

P I C T URE BO O K

DIRT BY SEA

Michael Wagner and Tom Jellett (illust.)
September 2022
Puffin
40pp (235mm x 320mm)
Rights Held: World
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Explore Australia’s wonderful coastline and the joy of a family road-trip with Dad and Daisy!
Daisy lives in inland Australia with her dad and her grandparents. It’s home, and she loves the red dirt
land around her. But when her dad realises that she’s never seen the beach and thinks the Australian
anthem is about a country ‘dirt by sea’, he sets off to show her the ocean in a once-in-a-lifetime fatherdaughter trip along the Australian coast, inspired by the first holiday he took with Daisy’s mum.
Along the way they will learn about Australia and much, much more . . .
Sales Points
• Featuring 40 pages of extraordinary comic-style illustrations
• A fun, funny story with a gentle exploration of loss at its heart, aimed at early childhood to middle
primary
• This unique picture book will have you dreaming of a holiday around Australia
• Featuring a journey map in the endpapers
• The hugely popular creators of Why I Love Footy and Why I Love Summer have creayed a celebration
of what we love most about the Australian landscape, family holidays and classic Kombi vans

Great Ocean Road, Victoria

SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

LATER . . .
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MICHAEL WAGNER and TOM JELLETT are two of Australia’s favourite
children’s book creators. Their much-loved picture books Why I Love Footy
and Why I Love Summer celebrate the joys of two iconic Australian pastimes.
Michael
is
an
author,
publishing
venture
Billy

publisher
and
Goat
Books.

speaker
and
Photo
Credit

also
runs
the
©
Kim
Baker

Tom has been an editorial illustrator for newspapers and magazines, but
now creates picture books and junior fiction. Photo Credit © Tony Giles
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MEERKAT CHRISTMAS

Aura Parker
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October 2022
Puffin
32pp (254mm x 254mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Goodnight, Glow Worms - Turkey (Kultur
Yayinlari Is Turk Anonim Sirketi)

Pure Christmas rhyming fun from the creator of the popular Meerkat Splash.
Hip Hooray! It’s Christmas Day!
Come on, Meerkats, let’s all play!
Jumping, leaping, up, up, up.
Meerkat pup on pup on pup!
Join our ten Meerkat friends as they play a wobbly Christmas game.
But who makes them crash?!
Sales Points
• A fun Christmas picture book for birth to early primary, told in Aura’s brilliant rollicking rhyme with
colourful imaginative illustrations and silliness on every page – just what we all need!
• The perfect companion to Aura’s most popular picture Meerkat Splash, winner of the 2020 Speech
Pathology Australia Book of the Year Award, best book for language and literacy development, birth to
3 years; and a CBCA Notable book.
• A wonderfully fun counting book, with the meerkats numbered 1 to 10.
• Known for her beautifully intricate and fun endpaper illustrations, Aura’s Meerkat Christmas
endpapers are miniature Christmas stories of their own.
• Aura Parker’s picture books are joyful with a playful sense of humour, brimming with details to
explore. Her storytelling though words and pictures inspires imagination, courage and confidence in
young readers as well as a love, curiosity and passion for nature.
• Aura was the illustrator of the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge artwork for 2019.
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AURA PARKER is an illustrator, writer and designer who creates delightful picture
books, prints and textiles. Her work is joyful, imaginative, and brimming with
details to explore. Aura Parker’s storytelling through words and pictures inspires
imagination, courage and confidence in young readers. Aura works in traditional
and digital techniques including watercolour, gouache, pen and coloured pencil.
She works from a studio in Sydney. Photo Credit © Honey Blue Photography

P I C T URE BO O K

ZOLA AND THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Melina Marchetta and Deb Hudson (illust.)
October 2022
Puffin
32pp (258mm x 258mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Zola Series - Turkey
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Celebrate community, kindness, hope and all the wonder of the festive season in a heartwarming
Christmas picture book from the bestselling author of Looking for Alibrandi Melina Marchetta and
joyous illustrator Deb Hudson.
This year, Zola and Alessandro are going to decorate the street with Nonno Nino’s Christmas lights.
Zola’s house and Boomerang Street haven’t had Christmas lights for two years. But this year, Zola and
Alessandro want to continue the tradition. They’ve learned a lot about tradition lately – and how some
families have different beliefs, and others celebrate Christmas differently. And with the help of their family
and friends, this Christmas Boomerang Street is going to shine!
Sales Points
• Melina’s first picture-book. A gorgeous heartwarming story that stands alone during Christmas. A
gorgeous picture book that is a wonderful heartwarming celebration of the diversity of everyday life,
the strong sense of community, the different kinds of families, a strong sense of being hopeful, with
an emphasis on connection with community and every kind of family no matter their background
or make-up being accepted and welcome. (Themes of friendship, family, community, belonging,
sustainability and diversity.)

FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022
32

MELINA MARCHETTA is an internationally bestselling and award-winning author
in more than twenty countries and eighteen languages. Her books range from
beloved young adult fiction and fantasy through to contemporary and crime
fiction, and works for younger readers. Her much-loved Australian classic Looking
for Alibrandi swept the pool of literary awards when it was published, and was also
released as a film, adapted by Marchetta, winning an AFI Award and an Independent
Film Award for best screenplay, as well as the New South Wales Premier’s Literary
Award and the Film Critics Circle of Australia Award. In 2009 Marchetta won the
prestigious Michael L. Printz Award from the American Library Association. Her
most recent novel is The Place on Dalhousie. She lives in Sydney. Photo Credit © Kiren
DEB HUDSON is passionate about drawing bright, happy and colourful images
that evoke emotion and thought in the viewer – the dreamy, joy- and wonder-filled
moments of the everyday. She has been drawing and creating since she was a
little girl and lives in the fabulous city of Melbourne with her husband, three kids,
energetic border collie and a bright yellow canary.

P I C T URE BO O K

GRANNY MCFLITTER: THE KNIT
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Heather Haylock and Lael Chrishold (illust.)
October 2022
Picture Puffin New Zealand
32pp (235mm x 290mm)
Rights Held: World
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Fast-knitting Granny McFlitter is CRAFTIER THAN EVER in this very special Christmas story by
Heather Haylock and Lael Chisholm.
Granny McFlitter is back to save Christmas at the zoo, one lightning-quick stitch at a time!
‘Twas the night before Christmas and down at the zoo,
the keepers were ready; the animals, too...’
All of a sudden there’s a commotion - who has unravelled the animals’ stockings? With Santa arriving any
moment, the zookeepers call on a champion knitter for a Christmas Eve miracle!
Can Granny McFlitter pull one — or should we say, purl one — out of her knitting bag?
A delightfully knotty and knitty festive tale from the award-winning creators of Granny McFlitter.
Granny McFlitter
had helped them prepare,
hanging hand-knitted tinsel
and lights everywhere.

But did Granny stop knitting?
Oh no, she did not.
She kept right on knitting,
like it or not.

Knit-Before-Christmas_TXT_FNL.indd 6-7
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HEATHER HAYLOCK loves the challenge of knitting words into stories.
She is the author of the awardwinning Granny McFlitter series. The
Champion Knitter was published in 2018 and won a Storylines Notable
Picture Book Award. It also shortlisted for the Best Picture Book category
of the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults. She has
produced two more fabulous stories about her popular character, A Country
Yarn and Granny McFlitter’s Eggcellent Easter. Photo Credit © Clare Scott
LAEL CHISHOLM has loved drawing ever since she was old enough to hold a
pencil. After years of scribbling and doodling at school, home and any other
place where a pen and paper was handy, she decided to call her scrawls art,
and to share them with the world. Since winning the Storylines Gavin Bishop
Award for Illustration in 2017, she has won acclaim for her fabulous work on the
bestselling Granny McFlitter series by Heather Haylock, The Hug Blanket by
Chris Gurney and Grandpa Versus Swing by Tanya Scott Sickling. She spends
her free time drawing at her home in Palmerston North, New Zealand. Photo
Credit © Lael Chisholm

P I C T URE BO O K

GRANNY MCFLITTER’S EGGCELLENT EASTER

Heather Haylock and Lael Christolm (illust.)
March 2023
Picture Puffin New Zealand
32pp (290mm x 235mm)
Rights Held: World
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Can champion knitter Granny McFlitter save the Easter Parade in the knit of time?
A brilliantly crafty story that leaves readers in stitches.
Champion knitter Granny McFlitter will have you in stitches with this very special Easter story by Heather
Haylock and Lael Chisholm.
Granny reached for some needles and wool from her hat.
“Buzz OFF, bees!” she shouted, “We’re NOT having that!”
The town’s annual Easter Parade turns to chaos when a swarm of bees is attracted to the flowers on the
Easter Bunny’s float. Can champion knitter Granny McFlitter rescue it in the knit of time?
With bouncing rhyme and exuberant illustrations from the award-winning creators of Granny McFlitter,
this fabulous story celebrates Easter handicrafts.
Sales Points
• The delightful prolific craftswoman Granny McFlitter returns in the knit of time to save the Easter
Bunny and the Easter Parade from a swarm of bees!
• A wonderful funny story that puts an original spin on Easter and will leave readers in stitches.
• With knitting craft, an Easter Bunny and festivities on full display, this is the perfect picture book to
gift to young children along with or in lieu of chocolate eggs.
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HEATHER HAYLOCK loves the challenge of knitting words into stories.
She is the author of the awardwinning Granny McFlitter series. The
Champion Knitter was published in 2018 and won a Storylines Notable
Picture Book Award. It also shortlisted for the Best Picture Book category
of the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults. She has
produced two more fabulous stories about her popular character, A Country
Yarn and Granny McFlitter’s Eggcellent Easter. Photo Credit © Clare Scott
LAEL CHISHOLM has loved drawing ever since she was old enough to hold a
pencil. After years of scribbling and doodling at school, home and any other
place where a pen and paper was handy, she decided to call her scrawls art,
and to share them with the world. Since winning the Storylines Gavin Bishop
Award for Illustration in 2017, she has won acclaim for her fabulous work on the
bestselling Granny McFlitter series by Heather Haylock, The Hug Blanket by
Chris Gurney and Grandpa Versus Swing by Tanya Scott Sickling. She spends
her free time drawing at her home in Palmerston North, New Zealand. Photo
Credit © Lael Chisholm

P I C T URE BO O K

OUR HOME ON WHEELS

Jessica and Stephen Parry-Valentine
and Ashlee Spink (illust.)
November 2022
Puffin
32pp (290mm x 232mm)
Rights Held: World

The quintessential Australian road trip meets vanlife in this family adventure, celebrating our diverse
landscape through the gleeful gaze of a child.
Mum and Dad told me they’ve got a wild plan . . . We’re exploring Australia in a snug little van.
Ride along with Hunter as she discovers beaches and billabongs, paddocks and plains, forests and
dugouts, and even underwater worlds. A big adventure awaits!
From Jessica and Stephen Parry-Valentine, the creators of travel channel Flying the Nest, comes a
delightfully illustrated recount of a family road trip that celebrates Australia’s natural beauty.
Sales Points
• The Flying the Nest brand is huge, with 2.1 million followers across YouTube, Instagram, Facebook and
their blog. Their YouTube audience is their largest with 1.1 million followers.
• Based on the Parry-Valentine family’s vanlife trip around Australia – a journey they’ve been sharing
across their social media channels to great response.
• Endpapers to be a map of Australia with spot illustrations highlighting the locations of the book.
• Road tripping is a quintessential Australian experience, and the vanlife trend has exploded during the
pandemic, particularly as people’s attention has focused on local travel.
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JESSICA and STEPHEN PARRY-VALENTINE are an Australian couple with a love
for travel and adventure. In 2014, the desire to drop everything to explore the
world overwhelmed them, and before they knew it they were flying the nest and
jumping on a one-way flight across the globe . . . and they have never looked back.
Since then, they have travelled to over 80 countries, bringing 2.1 million
fellow travel addicts along for the ride. With a passion for filmmaking
and photography, they are well-known for their YouTube travel series:
Flying the Nest is Australia’s most popular travel channel on the platform.
In 2020 Jessica and Stephen embarked on their biggest adventure
yet, becoming parents to little Hunter. Our Home on Wheels is their
first picture book, inspired by their travels around Australia as a family.
ASHLEE
SPINK
is
a
freelance
illustrator
currently
living
& working in Dorset, UK. She loves incorporating lots of little details in her
illustrations, working within pastel colour palettes and creating adorable
characters.

INDIGO MOON
YO UN G A DULT - SERI ES

Eileen Merriman
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September 2022
Penguin New Zealand
256pp (129mm x 198mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles:
Black Spiral Trilogy - Film Option (South Pacific Pictures), Audio (W F
Howes), A Trio of Sophies - Germany (Oetinger), Pieces of You Turkey (Indigo Kitap)

A new generation with enhanced powers and even more deadly challenges.
Book 1 of the gritty, fast-paced, thought-provoking Eternity Loop series.
Promise you will never, ever mess with time . . .
Both Rigel and Indigo are Offspring, born to virally optimised parents. With dire warnings about the
possible consequences of time travel, they have been forbidden from even thinking about it. But Indigo
is bored – what could really go wrong? She is longing for excitement, which she might just find with the
enigmatic Billy Raven.
Rigel meanwhile has an odd feeling that’s difficult to shake off. Might it be because his dad, Johnno
(aka Phoenix), is off on another dangerous mission, or because his mum, Violet, has a weakened heart
because of what the Foundation did to her? Or is something else going on?
Only time will tell.
Sales Points
• This book will transport the reader into the minds and bodies of two new teenage protagonists,
Indigo and Rigel, as they face temptation, challenges, frustration, fear, love and grief. A mind-bending
journey into travelling through time, fast-paced, mysterious, with a dark new threat.
• An escape into a vividly imagined future, continuing the gripping Black Spiral stories, but following a
new generation - the previous characters are there in the background but feisty new ones are added.
Again there is romance, again there is danger.
• This series explores temptation and breaking rules, fertility, immortality and harvesting human stem
cells.
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EILEEN MERRIMAN’s first young adult novel, Pieces of You, was published in
2017, and was a finalist in the NZ Book Awards for Children and Young Adults
and a Storylines Notable Book. Since then, she has published another nine
novels for adults and young adults and received huge critical praise, with
one reviewer saying: ‘Merriman is an instinctive storyteller with an innate
sense of timing.’ In addition to being a regular finalist in the NZ Book Awards
for Children and Young Adults, Merriman was a finalist in the 2021 Ngaio
Marsh Award for Best Crime Novel and Moonlight Sonata was longlisted
for the Jann Medlicott Acorn Prize for Fiction 2020. Editions of some of her
young adult novels have been released in Germany, Turkey and the UK and
three have been optioned for film or TV, including the Black Spiral Trilogy.
Her other awards include runner-up in the 2018 Sunday Star-Times Short Story
Award and third in the same award for three consecutive years previously. She
works as a consultant haematologist at North Shore Hospital. Photo Credit: ©
Colleen Lenihan

N O N -FI C T I O N - A C T I VI T Y

EVERYDAY PLAY

Kate Ritchie
November 2022
Puffin
176pp (195mm x 240mm)
Rights Held: World
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Cook. Make. Create. Easy ideas for extraordinary days.
There is so much to do every day, but there’s always room to play.
Kate Ritchie has created the ultimate collection of recipes, activities and ideas for families. By celebrating
the wonder of nature, the power of creativity and the pure joy of playing together, this book shows how
easy it is to make every day feel a little extraordinary.
Why don’t you . . .
Cook the best-ever brownies, perfectly scrambled eggs or the ultimate cheese toastie?
Make a paper plane, a comic or a spooky Halloween costume?
Create the perfect day at the beach, a book club with friends and a garden from scratch?

KATE RITCHIE is a much-loved actor, presenter and author. Millions
of Australians and Britons grew up with Kate as she played Sally
Fletcher in the hit series Home and Away between 1987 and 2007.

FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022
37

Kate has continued to act in Australian film and television, including
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities in 2009, Cops: LAC, Mr & Mrs Murder and It’s A
Date. She has hosted live television events including the annual Carols in the
Domain and Australia Day Celebrations. After being invited back as a guest
to help celebrate the show’s 25th anniversary in 2013, Kate briefly reprised
her role of Sally on the Seven Network’s Home and Away. Her acting has
earned her numerous nominations and awards, including two Gold Logies.
In 2008 Kate took on the challenge of live radio. She currently co-hosts
Kate, Tim & Joel, the hugely popular national drive radio show on Nova.
Acting aside, Kate relishes the opportunity to donate her time to
a number of causes, including the Australia Day Council of New
South Wales, the Australian Red Cross and Ovarian Cancer Australia.
Kate’s first book, I Just Couldn’t Wait to Meet You, was inspired by her joy and
excitement at anticipating the arrival of her daughter. Photo Credit © Marie Ramos
Photography

N O N -FI C T I O N - A C T I VI T Y

WILDLIFE OF AOTEAROA COLOURING BOOK

Gavin Bishop
November 2022
Puffin New Zealand
64pp (210mm x 297mm)
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold Previous Titles: Bruiser - China (Bejing Normal University
Press), Bruiser & the Big Snow - China (Bejing Normal University Press)

Colour the wildlife and scenes of Aotearoa with this stunning 64-page colouring book from artist and
children’s book author Gavin Bishop.
Encounter New Zealand’s incredible wildlife in 64 pages of spectacular colouring.
Children’s book author Gavin Bishop is renowned for his beautiful watercolour and ink illustrations. This
stunning colouring book brings together 64 pages of beautiful and detailed wildlife illustrations from his
award-winning and bestselling series of books, Aotearoa: The New Zealand Story (winner of the supreme
Margaret Mahy Award in the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults) and Wildlife of
Aotearoa (an IBBY honour book).
Journey through the ocean meeting the children of Tangaroa; through the sky, the zone of Tawhirimatea;
and over land where birds, reptiles and insects roam in Tane’s forest.
This colouring book is suitable for children from 3-12 years and it’s the perfect companion to the
bestselling Amazing Aotearoa Activity Book.
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PAPATŪĀNUKU,
EARTH MOTHER

GAVIN BISHOP is an award-winning children’s picture book writer and illustrator
who lives and works in Christchurch, New Zealand. The author and illustrator of
approximately 70 books to date, he has won the Children’s Book of the Year Award
a record five times - most recently in 2022 with ATUA: Maori Gods and Heroes.
Described as “an instant classic”, it also won the Elsie Locke Award for Non-fiction
and the Russell Clark Award for Illustration. Gavin’s many career awards include
being made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2013; the Sir Kingi
Ihaka Award in 2018 for his contribution to Maori art and culture; and the Prime
Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement in 2019. Photo Credit © Martin Hunter

N O N -FI C T I O N - A C T I VI T Y

GET OUTDOORS

Paul Adamson
October 2022
Puffin New Zealand
192pp (240mm x 190 mm)
Rights Held: World

This book has so many ideas to get your body moving and your brain inventing, you’ll be out the door
and off on adventures before you know it!
From the author of the award-winning Beginner’s Guide to Hunting and Fishing in New Zealand, Get
Outdoors is full of fun ideas to get your body moving and your brain inventing.
Select an activity from between the covers and you can...
Launch a rocket * explore the great outdoors * jump on a bike * fly a kite * build an epic fort * grow
something green * fossick in a creek * explore the rocky shore * make nature art * swim and snorkel * hunt
for bugs * take pictures * create a backyard obstacle course * pitch a tent * sleep under the stars
... and so much more!
With all the all the fabulous ideas, projects and activities in this book you’ll never get bored out of doors!
Sales Points
• Aimed at children aged 8-12, and a particularly great Christmas gift for the hard-to-buy-for boy.
• A winner with parents trying to encourage their kids away from screen time to be more creative and
active.
• Includes a range of activities to allow for ages and stages, some of which can be done independently
by the child and some which require adult involvement, planning and supervision.
• Full of safety advice and important survival tips
• Paul is an exceptional, highly marketable communicator who walks the walk. He’s an experienced
educator, passionate about getting kids outside and enjoying life.
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PAUL ADAMSON is the author of the award-winning Beginners Guide to Hunting
and Fishing in New Zealand (2014), a non-fiction book for children which shares
his enthusiasm for the great outdoors and encourages readers and their families
to get active and have adventures. Paul has a BA in Education and a Postgraduate
Diploma in Counselling, has worked as an educator, a school principal and
counsellor, and is currently Head of Guidance at Wairarapa College. He is an
expert on boys in education and has spoken on the subject at several international
conferences. He imparted his love of the outdoors to his sons James and Tom,
and now loves putting in time with grandchildren Archie and Willow. Paul lives
with his wife Suzie on their olive grove in Masterton with their chooks, ducks and
labradors Pip and Elsie. Photo Credit © Random House NZ

MEET THE CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING TEAM
children 's publishing team

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA
Laura Harris
Publishing Director – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Laura oversees the wonderful children’s lists at Penguin Random House Australia. Penguin Random
House Young Readers publish every book a child could ever want – at all stages of childhood from
very young picture books, to the most sophisticated of Young Adult novels, and everything in between.
Critically acclaimed and best–selling authors pepper the lists, including Jeff Kinney, John Flanagan,
Jacqueline Harvey, Morris Gleitzman and Mem Fox.
Laura has edited and shaped many of the books on the list over her 22 years with the company
including works by Mem Fox, Melina Marchetta, Sonya Hartnett, Morris Gleitzman, Aaron Blabey and
Felice Arena, to name but a few. Laura has been a literary judge on many awards, both in Adult and
Children’s areas, has lectured in Editing and Publishing and has had numerous reviews and articles
published. And while often asked, she has checked with her doctor, who assures her she doesn’t have
a novel in her.

Holly Toohey
Head of Brands, Partnerships and Audio – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Holly Toohey heads up the Brands and Partnerships team in the Penguin Random House Young
Readers division. She creates and acquires books and series for young readers of all ages, with a
particular focus on licensed brands and in–house creation. Holly is the publisher of the Bluey books,
which have now sold over 3 million copies in Australia. She has the pleasure of working with wonderfully
talented fiction authors such as Jacqueline Harvey and R.A. Spratt, and is proud to have worked on
bestselling non–fiction titles such as Shout Out to the Girls. Holly loves taking a kernel of an idea and

Lisa Riley
Publisher – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Lisa enjoys publishing books for young readers across the age range from picture books, commercial
junior fiction series through to standalone novels for middle and YA readers. She has worked with
many established and debut children’s authors and illustrators. Upcoming highlights include working
on a range of exciting new picture books, including new works from Astrid Lindgren Award-winner
Sonya Hartnett and from Zoë Foster Blake (author of the bestselling No One Likes a Fart with sales of
more than 100,000 copies).

Zoe Walton
Publisher – Penguin Random House Young Readers
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Zoe Walton is the publisher and editor of John Flanagan’s Ranger’s Apprentice and Brotherband
series, which have now sold more than fifteen million copies worldwide and been on the New York
Times bestseller charts for 80 weeks. Recent books she’s published include the hilarious junior fiction
graphic novel series Super Sidekicks by Gavin Aung Than, medieval mystery-adventure The Fire Star
by A.L. Tait, and Nat Amoore’s Secrets of a Schoolyard Millionaire, which was Australia’s #1-bestselling
debut middle grade novel of 2019. Zoe is super excited to have have published some fabulous books
in 2021, including the charming junior fiction series Little Gem by Anna Zobel, middle grade fantasy
adventure The Golden Tower by Belinda Murrell, a breathtaking new YA fantasy novel from #1 YA
bestseller Lynette Noni, and A Glasshouse of Stars, a gorgeousstory imbued with magical realism from
first generation Chinese-Australian author Shirley Marr.

Heather Curdie
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Heather Curdie is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She works
on a wide range of children’s books with an emphasis on picture books and middle fiction. While with
Penguin, she has been fortunate to work with such great writers and illustrators as Morris Gleitzman,
Oliver Phommavanh, Andrew Daddo, Stephen Michael King, Jane Godwin, Anna Walker, Phillip
Gywnne and Aaron Blabey. She has nurtured successful new talent such as Lucy Estela, author of
the CBCA shortlisted picture book Suri’s Wall, and Aura Parker, award-winning author of the preschool

children 's publishing team

Michelle Madden
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Michelle Madden is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She works
across all genres on books for early childhood through to novels for young adults. She has worked as
an editor with some of Australia’s finest authors and illustrators, including Terry Denton, Felice Arena,
Graeme Base, Nick Earls, Mem Fox, Jane Tanner and Alison Lester, as well as with sporting and media
starts such as Cathy Freeman, Ash Magic and the Listies. She is very proud of her work with up-andcoming authors and illustrators, working on picture books that speak directly to children, illustrated
books for young readers that create excitement about stories, as well as entertaining left-of-centre
YA and middle fiction.

Amy Thomas
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Amy Thomas is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers, and has worked
with some of the company’s best-loved authors and illustrators, including Melina Marchetta, Alison
Lester and Isobelle Carmody to name just a few. She looks for beautiful writing with warmth and
emotional depth: picture books that perfectly explore a child’s point of view and sense of wonder;
junior and middle fiction with vivid, endearing characters and a welcoming and inclusive world; and
unputdownable YA novels with emotional impact and writing that soars.

Jessica Owen
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Jess Owen is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. Working across
board books, picture books, illustrated and junior fiction as well as young adult fiction, she is particularly
interested in engaging new and diverse voices for children. She is always searching for a different kind
of book, be it slam poetry, non-fiction or classic picture book storytelling. Jess also manages licence
brands such as Diary of a Wimpy Kid in the ANZ territory and is part of the creative team producing
best-selling books for the hit Australian TV show Bluey. She has worked with comedians, musicians
and media stars to create beautiful books that move and entertain kids.

Zoe Bechara
Publishing Lead, Brands and Partnerships - Penguin Random House Young
Readers
Zoe is part of the Brands and Partnerships team in the Penguin Random House Young Readers
division. She creates and acquires books and series for young readers of all ages, with a focus on
new partnerships and trends. With years of publicity experience under her very stylish belt, Zoe has
a coalface knowledge of what makes a good story and how to pitch it. Joining the Young Readers
team in 2019 she quickly put her understanding of the book market and media landscape to work,
initiating the timely project Hope: 50 Ways to Help Save our Planet Every Day. Zoe’s childhood
favourite book is Hating Alison Ashley, she loves big newspapers and small coffees, and thinks that
small humans are usually the best kind of humans.
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Claire de Medici
Editorial Manager, Brands and Partnerships – Penguin Random House Young
Readers
An editor for more than 20 years, Claire de Medici has worked with an enviable array of writers across
all genres and is now happily immersed in the PRH Young Readers list. She is part of the team that
creates the bestselling Bluey books, as well as other partnerships including TV adaptations, an
exciting new collaborative project with the Matildas and Socceroos for budding soccer stars, and the
first ever cookbook on the PRH AU Young Readers list. Claire’s first and true love is fiction and she
can’t go past a gripping story with heart and imagination that draws young readers in and doesn’t let
them go. She thrives on taking an idea and helping it flourish into a fully realised, beautiful book that
challenges and excites in equal measure.

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND
children 's publishing team

Claire Murdoch
Head of Publishing – Penguin Random House New Zealand
As Head of Publishing, Claire Murdoch directs the Penguin Random House New Zealand list across
non–fiction, fiction and children’s books. With broad experience in the Australian and New Zealand
book trade, including roles at Allen & Unwin, Te Papa Press and PRH, her books have won dozens of
awards. She has served as a member of the Council of the Publishing Association of NZ, the Victoria
University Press advisory board, Whitireia Publishing School and various literary and arts grants
panels. Claire has particular expertise in illustrated non–fiction and art books, popular culture,
biography and memoir.

Harriet Allen
Fiction Publisher – Penguin Random House New Zealand
Harriet Allan has been working for Penguin Random House and its earlier incarnations for over thirty
years. She publishes many of New Zealand’s pre–eminent writers of adult and young–adult fiction,
including Witi Ihimaera, Maurice Gee, Mandy Hager and Eileen Merriman, among numerous others
who regularly feature on the New Zealand bestseller list. She lost count, after reaching twenty, of the
number of award–winning books she has published, but over the years the awards her authors have
won include the New Zealand Book Awards, the Montana Book Awards, the New Zealand Post Awards,
the Best First Book in the Commonwealth Writers Prize and several have been shortlisted for the

Catherine O’Loughlin
Children’s Publisher – Penguin Random House New Zealand
Catherine O’Loughlin commissions a range of award-winning children’s titles for Penguin Random
House New Zealand – these include picture books, junior novels and books for babies, as well as an
acclaimed range of creative non-fiction illustrated titles. She is proud to work with New Zealand’s
best-loved authors and illustrators, including the award-winning Gavin Bishop, Ruth Paul, Barbara
Else, David Hill, Phoebe Morris and Vasanti Unka, and is always on the lookout for emerging talent.
She also works with Dame Lynley Dodd creating new titles in the beloved Hairy Maclary and Friends
series, which has sold more than 10 million copies around the world.

FR ANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2022
42

