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TELLING STORIES
THAT MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

PICTURE BOOKS: 2023

PICTURE BOOKS: 2023

The Secret Boat

A Chicken Called Hope

Dirt Lane Press

Dirt Lane Press

Mark Macleod & Hélène Magisson

Danny Parker & Tamlyn Teow

A collection of poems for early childhood
expressing optimism, joy and love.

PUB DATE: February 2023
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: TBA

FORMAT: 40-page hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm

CATEGORY: Early childhood
FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

Dr Mark Macleod has worked in
almost every possible area of books
for children: as a bookseller, editor,
Publishing Director for Random House
and for Dirt Lane press, Publisher at
Hachette Australia and as publisher
under his own name imprint, Mark Macleod Books.
Mark has won awards for distinguished service
to Children’s Literature, and for many titles he has
published, is himself the author of several books,
has been National President of the Children’s Book
Council of Australia, a television and radio presenter
and a senior academic.
Hélène Magisson is a FrenchAustralian artist who originally trained
in medieval illumination and art
restoration. Since turning her skills
to children’s illustration she has
illustrated dozens of books, several of
which have been awarded recognition. The Secret
Boat is Hélène’s first book with Dirt Lane Press.

Indicative placeholder only

Illustrated in full colour, these 45 poems range
across a spectrum of feelings, moods and subjects.
Their inclusive values and playful read-aloud
language make them perfect for bedtime, the
classroom and play, and offer opportunities for
young people to learn and to question.

A story about what happens when you rely
on hope alone.

PUB DATE: May 2023
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: TBA

FORMAT: 32-page hardback picture book
TRIM: 244 x 244 mm
CATEGORY: 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Hope is a chicken who relies on hope to survive.
When faced with a challenge, she crosses her
feathers, hums a tune, looks the other way and
hopes for the best. The trouble is, as captain of the
good ship Courage, this chicken needs more than
hope to get her through the peaks and troughs of
life on the high seas. But Hope only learns this lesson
after Courage fails her and all hope seems lost.
This is a story about being prepared for the worst
and hoping for the best, as well as making “a stitch
in time to save nine”. Inspired by a real-life event,
A Chicken Called Hope is a universal wake-up call
for all ages, as well as a delightful story for the
young at heart.
Danny Parker is a picture-book
author for whom the combination of
family and a deeply personal process
of writing are intertwined. Each of his
stories is either based on, or refers
back to family life. A number of
Danny’s picture books have won or been short-listed
for national awards, and he has collaborated with
some of the world’s leading illustrators including
Matt Ottley and Freya Blackwood. Danny’s first book
with Dirt Lane Press was Paperboy.
Tamlyn Teow is an artist based in
Australia and has worked in a wide
variety of contexts, including as
a scenic artist at Opera Australia
and Fox Studios, and as character
concept artist for Phantom Comics.
Tamlyn is a sculptor as well as an artist and
illustrator. A Chicken Called Hope is Tamlyn’s first
book with Dirt Lane Press.

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

PICTURE BOOKS: 2023

YA NOVEL: 2023

The Paper-flower Girl

One Thousand Hills

Dirt Lane Press

WestWords

Margrete Lamond & Mateja Jager

James Hill & Noël Zihabamwe

A story about what happens when you chase
the money instead of following your heart.

Agabande, Rwanda, April 1994.
Life is simple but good. Pascal and his brother
go to school with their friends, their parents work
hard, their little sister is growing up, and on Sunday
almost everyone they know goes to church. Then,
in one awful night, Pascal’s ordinary life in the land
of one thousand hills is turned upside down.

Indicative placeholder only

The Paper-flower Girl creates intricate and elaborate
flowers out of paper, but has hardly any customers.
The Giant from the Hill brings her to work for him,
but she discovers they want very different things.
Before long, the Paper-flower Girl is forced to create
things she no longer recognises as flowers, and
starts to lose her sense of herself in the process.
But when the exasperated Giant throws her from the
Hill, the Paper-flower Girl takes with her something
belonging to the Giant, incorporates it into her
elaborate flowers, and finally attains success.
PUB DATE: October 2023
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: TBA

FORMAT: 40-page hardback picture book
TRIM: 310 x 235 mm
CATEGORY: 4+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Margrete Lamond is an author, editor,
publisher, and independent storycoach. As an author, she has had
20 of her own works published by a
range of publishers, most notably
The Sorry Tale of Fox and Bear (shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Award 2017)
and Just One Bee (Honour Book for the CBCA Picture
Book of the Year 2022). As a publisher, Margrete has
published hundreds of books written and illustrated
by others, many of which have won awards. She
began her publishing career at Scholastic Press in
2002, was publisher at Little Hare Books from 2006
to 2017, and is currently Publisher at Dirt Lane Press.
Mateja Jager is a Slovenian-born
Australian illustrator. She studied
fashion and textile design at the
University of Ljubljana and is self
taught in illustration. Her first two
books were published in Slovenia.
Mateja is known for her quirky greeting cards and
prints, and her work has been featured in major
Slovene magazines and the prestigious international
Brightness Magazine. The Paper-flower Girl is
Mateja’s first book with Dirt Lane Press.

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

This multi-award winning book from one of
Australia’s best writers for young people and a
survivor of the Rwandan genocide against the
Tutsi, will grip you, leaving you breathless up to
and beyond the last devastating page.

PUB DATE: February 2023
RRP: $16.99AUD

ISBN: 978-0-6453523-3-7

FORMAT: 240-page paperback
TRIM: 198 x 128 mm

CATEGORY: young adult

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ, Canada

“One Thousand Hills engages readers of all ages.
It transports them to another world that – while
confronting – is utterly authentic and well worth
the travel. This important and beautifully written
story deserves to be widely read.”—Judges’ report,
2017 NSW Premier’s Literary Awards
James Roy is the author of over thirty
books for children and young adults.
Awards for which his books have
won or been nominated include the
New South Wales Premier’s Literary
Award (Ethel Turner Prize), the Western
Australian and Queensland premiers’ book prizes,
the Children’s Book Council of Australia awards, and
the German Youth Literature Prize. He lives in the Blue
Mountains west of Sydney, and in his spare time he
attempts to make music on a variety of instruments.
Noël Yandamutso Zihabamwe
was born in 1983 in Butare, Southern
Province, Rwanda, and spent much
of his youth living as a refugee. Since
moving to Australia he has gained
degrees in the fields of social welfare,
policy and development, and now works assisting
migrants and refugees in their resettlement. Noël
lives with his family in Liverpool, south-western
Sydney, and spends his spare time organising
community and cultural events.

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

PICTURE BOOKS: 2024

A Teaspoon of Light

Jo and the No

Dirt Lane Press

Dirt Lane Press

This story is about treasuring our
loving memories so we can dream
of a bright future.
Marley’s dream cloth reminds her of the
people she loves and of safe and happy
times. When times get tough and the cloth
rips, those memories begin to slide away.
Professor Peter O’Connor is an internationally
recognised expert in making and researching
applied theatre and drama education. This is
his first book for children.

RRP: $24.95AUD

A gentle fable about overcoming our inner
fears and resistance.

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book

Jo has come across a No. It will not let them pass,
no matter how hard they try to get under, over,
through or around it.

PUB DATE: April 2024
ISBN: TBA

TRIM: 280 x 210 mm
CATEGORY: 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Nisaluk Chantanakom is a Thai/American
illustrator, raised in New York City and living
in Sydney. She started her early career as a
landscape painter then moved into digital
design. Nisaluk now works in primary schools
and finds endless inspiration from the
students, her three kids and a hairy and often
smelly dog.

PUB DATE: September 2024
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: TBA

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm
CATEGORY: 4+

Tiny Dancer

Patrick Guest & (tbc)
Dirt Lane Press

A story about how even a short life can
seem long, if you know how to live it.
When the little girl enters an imaginary
world to become a mayfly, she embraces
a lifetime of beauty and experience within
the span of a single day.
Patrick Guest has written multiple books
that have been published around the world
to critical acclaim, short-listed in various
major awards, and sold in their hundreds
of thousands.

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

Kyle Mewburn & Judy Watson

Peter O’Connor & Nisaluk Chantanakom

Indicative placeholder only

Indicative placeholder only

PICTURE BOOKS: 2024

PUB DATE: June 2024
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: TBA

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm
CATEGORY: 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Kyle Mewburn is one of New Zealand’s
most eclectic and successful writers.
From multi-layered picture books to
laugh-out-loud junior fiction series,
her titles have been translated into
eighteen languages and won a
multitude of awards, including NZ Children’s Book
of the Year.
Judy Watson is a Melbourne
illustrator and mixed-media artist
who uses a range of wet and dry
media and printmaking techniques
on paper, bringing everything
together in PhotoShop. She has
illustrated over twenty books and her illustration
has been shortlisted for and won several awards.

PICTURE BOOKS

PICTURE BOOKS
Just One Bee

Margrete Lamond & Anthony
Bertini & Christopher Nielsen
Dirt Lane Press

This is the story of One-bee and her dream to revert
desolate wastes back to fields of flowers. But to
change a desert to meadowland she needs to go
it alone because Other-bee doesn’t believe anything
needs changing. One-bee’s persistence, patience
and optimism eventually demonstrates to Otherbee how dreams can come true. Just One Bee
was awarded Honour Book for the Children’s Book
Council of Australia Picture-book of the Year 2022.

PUB DATE: June 2024
RRP: $24.95AUD

ISBN: 978-0-6480238-9-0 (hbk)

FORMAT: 32-page hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm
CATEGORY: 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ, Korea
Christopher Nielsen

is an award-winning
Sydney-based
illustrator who has
become a fixture
in children’s book
illustration, illustrating for major
Australian and international publishing
houses and small boutique presses.

Anthony Bertini works in the
corporate world and his specific
focus is Clean Tech. Anthony’s
first book, Things My Pa Told Me,
published by Hardie Grant Egmont/
Little Hare, has been translated into
several languages and sold over 20,000 copies.
Just One Bee is Anthony’s second book with Dirt
Lane Press.

Where Happiness Hides
Anthony Bertini & Jennifer Goldsmith
Dirt Lane Press

Meditative and inspiring, this story invites
readers to savour the moments and
minutiae of everyday life. It was translated
into 29 languages in early 2020, and made
freely available as ebooks for children
around the world during Covid lockdown
and received 100s of thousands of hits in
the first two months.
Anthony Bertini works in the corporate world

and his specific focus is Clean Tech. Where
Happiness Hides is Anthony’s first book with
Dirt Lane Press.

PUB DATE: October 2020
RRP: $24.99AUD (hbk)
$14.99AUD (pbk)

ISBN:
978-0-646-81332-5 (hbk)
978-0-6488996-1-7 (pbk)

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm
CATEGORY: Age 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Jennifer Goldsmith is an internationally
renowned figure in the world of handmade
toy characters crafted from felt. Where
Happiness Hides is Jennifer’s first foray into
illustration, and she is now a sought-after
picture-book illustrator.

Margrete Lamond is an author, editor,

publisher, and independent storycoach. As an author, she has had
20 of her own works published by
a range of publishers, most notably
The Sorry Tale of Fox and Bear (shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Award 2017)
and Just One Bee (shortlisted for the CBCA Picture
Book of the Year 2022). As a publisher, Margrete has
published hundreds of books written and illustrated
by others, many of which have won awards. She
began her publishing career at Scholastic Press in
2002, was publisher at Little Hare Books from 2006
to 2017, and is now Publisher at Dirt Lane Press.

The Snowman’s Wish
Sophie Masson & Ronak Taher
Dirt Lane Press

This is the story of a snowman who so loves
the sights, smells, touch and sounds of the
children playing in the park around him
that he wishes he could stay forever. A story
about seasons, the five senses, change, life
cycles, and legacy.
Sophie Masson is a successful and awardwinning author for children and young
adults. Sophie is also a publisher and a
recent recipient of the Order of Merit of
Australia for her services to literature.

PUB DATE: July 2020

RRP: $24.99AUD (hbk)

ISBN: 978-0-6480238-8-3

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm

CATEGORY:
Younger readers 3+

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ,
China, Slovakia, Turkey

Ronak Taher is an Iranian-Australian artist,

illustrator and film maker who divides her
time between Melbourne and Tehran, and
brings a Persian sensibility of colour and
design to her illustrations.

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

PICTURE BOOKS

PICTURE BOOKS

Paper Boy

Leaf Stone Beetle

Dirt Lane Press

Dirt Lane Press

Danny Parker & Bethany Macdonald
This story is a poetic journey through the
salient moments of a young boy’s life – the
fears, trials, tragedies and small triumphs –
with each moment contemplated in terms
of paper. Short-listed CBCA 2019; Selected for
reading on ABC Playschool 2022; Illustrations
exhibited State Library of NSW 2022.
Danny Parker has won or been short-

listed for national awards, and he has
collaborated with some of the world’s
leading illustrators.

PUB DATE: July 2019

RRP: $24.99 AUD (hbk)
$14.99 AUD (pbk)

FORMAT: 40-page
hardback picture-book
TRIM: 280 x 210 mm

CATEGORY: Younger
readers

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

books for children and young adults. She
was the Australian Children’s Laureate for
2020-2021.

RRP: $16.99AUD

ISBN:
978-0-6480238-3-8

FORMAT: 48-page
hardback picture book
TRIM: 195 x 165 mm

CATEGORY: Middle grade 6+
FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ
and Slovakia

The Sorry Tale of Fox and Bear

The Dream Peddler

Margrete Lamond & Heather Vallance

Irena Kobald & Christopher Nielsen
Dirt Lane Press

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

Ursula Dubosarsky is the author of over 60

PUB DATE: August 2018

15 picture books, for which she has won
multiple awards.

and bookseller. As an illustrator, she works
primarily in paper collage, using traditional
cut and paste techniques.

Your parents will always love you,
no matter how bad you have been –
Reader, age 4

PUB DATE: October 2018

When a boy grows up and leaves home
to follow his dreams, he meets a peddler
of dreams THAT come at a cost, including
everything the boy that holds dear.

FORMAT: 32-page
hardback picture book

Irena Kobald writes stories with deep
themes and sometimes painful subjects,
often based on her personal experience

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ

Sydney-based illustrator whose work is
inspired by a love of vintage design. He
has become a fixture in children’s book
illustration, illustrating for major Australian
and international publishing houses
and small boutique presses. He has also
illustrated Just One Bee with Dirt Lane Press.

A tale about a leaf, a stone and a beetle
whose lives are disrupted by the same
storm. They lose their communities, their
homes and their moorings, but by chance
and effort find solace and a new community
with each other.

Gaye Chapman has illustrated more than

Bethany Macdonald is an artist, illustrator

Christopher Nielsen is an award-winning

Ursula Dubosarsky & Gaye Chapman

RRP: $24.99 AUD

ISBN: 978-0-6480238-4-5

TRIM: 244 x 244 mm
CATEGORY: 4+

Dirt Lane Press

This is the story of a falling out between
two friends and how it plays out, with an
ambiguous and open-ended conclusion.
Shortlisted 2018 NSW State Premier’s Award.
Margrete Lamond is an author, editor,
publisher, and independent story-coach.
As an author, she has had 20 of her own
works published by a range of publishers,
most notably Just One Bee (Honour Book for
the CBCA Picture Book of the Year 2022).
Heather Vallance is an acclaimed studio
artist with works in prestigious collections
including the Kedumba Collection, and has
exhibited Australia-wide and internationally.
Heather works mainly with charcoal and/
or graphite, mixed media and oil paints. The
Sorry Tale of Fox and Bear, was her first foray
into picture books.

PUB DATE: August 2017
RRP: $29.99 AUD (hbk)
$19.99 AUD (pbk)

ISBN:
978-0-6480238-0-7 (hbk)
978-0-648-02382-1 (pbk)
FORMAT: 72-page
illustrated story-book
TRIM: 270 x 210 mm

CATEGORY: Younger
readers

FOREIGN RIGHTS:
World excluding ANZ and UK

Dirt Lane Press • WestWords

ABOUT

ABOUT WESTWORDS
Our mission is to assist the creation of and magnify
the impact of the stories of Western Sydney. Through
stories, we show the diversity and potential of this major
multicultural region – creating change through the
power of the written word.

ABOUT DIRT LANE PRESS
Dirt Lane Press is the WestWords picture-book publishing
arm and is dedicated to opening minds, connecting people
through story, and creating quality books for those who
need them most.
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